DON’T FALL FOR CORROSION 

Are you confident in the integrity of that handrail you are leaning on?  In many tasks that we perform around the workplace all that stands between us and a potential accident is a single barrier.  That platform, handrail or steps in which you have entrusted to support you or your colleagues weight can be severely weakened by the effects of corrosion.

In a recent incident, an operator partially supported his weight on a handrail while he leaned over to retrieve a squeegee.  Unknown to the operator the handrail was badly corroded and gave way, resulting in an accident.

The operator was working at the outlet of the interceptor long-bays, which are part of the effluent system at Tetney oil terminal, indicated by the yellow arrow.
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Whilst passing over the grated platform above the skimmers he noticed a squeegee had dropped into a skimmer on the centre long-bay. 
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The operator leant over a lower handrail (the failed hand rail position is indicated by the double arrow below), partially supporting his weight on it as he attempted to retrieve the squeegee. 
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The scaffolding in view has been erected since the incident as a protective measure.  The effects of corrosion are visible on the platform and handrails.

When the handrail failed the operator fell forward head first into the oily water behind the skimmer (Yellow arrow). Luckily, the operator was able to pull himself clear but there was a potential for the accident to be a lot more serious.
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The deteriation on the failed handrail is clearly visible.  Please check the integrity of any supporting equipment or access in your workplace.

DON’T FALL FOR IT.
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