	TWO JACKSONVILLE, Florida Fire-fighters, Another Driver Hurt In Apparatus Crash
The unit was responding to a brush fire.
November 23, 2004-News4Jax.com 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Two firemen and another driver were hurt when a fire truck rushing to a brush fire struck a pickup truck in the intersection of Normandy Boulevard and Chaffee Road on the Westside. 

The fire-fighters were headed west on Normandy when they struck a pickup northbound on Chaffee around 1 p.m. The fire vehicle overturned. The force of the collision sent the pickup into a tractor-trailer loaded with lumber, then into a ditch. 

An air ambulance transported the two fire-fighters to Shands-Jacksonville Medical Center. The driver of the pickup was [image: image8.jpg]


taken to St. Vincent's Medical Center. 

The two firefighters were reported in serious condition at 3:30 p.m. There was no information on the driver of the pickup. The driver of the big rig was not injured. 

A witness told Channel 4's Damany Lewis that the fire truck -- a pickup outfitted for brush fire duty -- had its lights and siren on, but Jerry Campbell, who was driving the big rig into the intersection, said he did not hear a siren.

	

	AMBULANCE DRIVER DIES, Three Others Transported To Hospitals
Expectant Mother Loses Child In Crash On I-70
November 18, 2004
Story by theWBALChannel.com 
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ELLICOTT CITY, Md. -- One person was killed and three others injured in a severe crash on Interstate 70 in Ellicott City Thursday afternoon. Among those injured includes an expectant mother who lost her child as a result of the crash. 

Just after 1 p.m., authorities closed I-70 for several hours due to multiple crashes involving a tractor-trailer, an ambulance and a truck. The highway reopened shortly after 4:20 p.m., WBAL-TV 11 News reported. 

Howard County Fire and Rescue crews said one person was killed at the scene, and troopers later identified the person as the ambulance driver. Medevac helicopters transported three other people from inside the ambulance to area hospitals. Their identities and conditions were not reported. 

Troopers said the ambulance was traveling in the eastbound lanes before it crossed over to the westbound lanes and crashed head-on into a tractor-trailer. The two vehicles were then struck by a flatbed truck carrying cardboard boxes, troopers said. Troopers continue to investigate why the ambulance crossed into oncoming traffic. 

The ambulance was transporting the pregnant mother from the Washington County Hospital to Johns Hopkins Bayview Hospital in Baltimore, Sky Team 11 reported. Crews were able to rescue two people from the medic unit, and one attendant was thrown from the vehicle. 

Sky Team 11 reported that the crash scene closed both directions of the interstate at the Old St. John's Lane overpass. The eastbound lanes of the interstate were closed so that the Medevac helicopters could land. 

Traffic Pulse 11 reported that all three of I-70's westbound lanes at U.S. Route 29 (Columbia Pike) -- where the collisions occurred -- were also closed at the time of the incident. The exit ramps from the northbound lanes of U.S. Route 29 to I-70 were also closed. 

As an alternate, officials detoured traffic onto southbound U.S. Route 29 to take U.S. Route 40, which parallels the closed roadway.

	

	FIREFIGHTER CHARGED WITH DRUNK DRIVING....WHILE DRIVING THE APPARATUS
State police say a firefighter who crashed a fire-truck on the way to a call was legally drunk at the time 
Nov 9, 2004 2:19 pm US/Eastern KDKA
State police say a volunteer firefighter in Westmoreland County was legally drunk when he crashed a pumper truck on the way to a deadly house fire; now he's facing charges.

The Associated Press is reporting that Michael Kimball, 36, of Belle Vernon drove the fire truck off the road and crashed into a concrete wall in South Huntingdon Township.

The September 24th accident injured one firefighter.

When they arrived on scene, state police say Kimball appeared intoxicated and his blood-alcohol content was measured at 0.12 percent, above the 0.08 percent legal limit.

Kimball is charged with drunk driving; and he has been kicked out of the Rostraver Central Volunteer Fire Company.

Although a man died in the fire, authorities say Kimball's wreck wasn't a factor. The truck he was driving wasn't even summoned to the scene by dispatchers. Instead, authorities say Kimball simply showed up at the station and decided to drive an extra truck to the scene to help out. 

Kimball, who faces a preliminary hearing next month, says he's confident the DUI charge "will be beat" in court.

	

	FIRE TRUCK, 5 VEHICLE COLLISION, 1 MAN KILLED 7 OTHER INJURED
... witnesses told police that the fire truck did have its lights and siren on at the time it was on the way to a medical call... the firefighters were reported to have minor injuries at the scene
November 4, 2004
Story by Kansas City One Channel 
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. -- Accident investigators are looking into a deadly wreck Thursday involving a Kansas City fire truck and five other vehicles. The accident happened at 31st Street and Myrtle at 5:45 p.m. Witnesses at the scene reported that a car was leaving the parking lot of the grocery store when the fire truck hit it. Three other vehicles were hit after the fire truck and car collided. Witnesses told police that the fire truck did have its lights and siren on at the time it was on the way to a medical call. The firefighters were reported to have minor injuries at the scene. Eight people were taken to hospitals ranging from critical to minor. After arrival at the hospital, one of the accident victims died from his injuries. Police identified him as George W. Howard, 74. Three of the accident victims were children. The exact cause of the wreck is still under investigation.

	

	ICY ROADS LEADS TO FIRE ENGINE CRASH
(FFCC.Com Notes: With Winter upon us-this close call reminds us of the hazards!)
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Just before midnight on Halloween, West Metro's Engine 4 slid and rolled onto its side in Lakewood while responding to a reported car fire. Two fire fighters were transported to St. Anthony Hospital and were released with minor injuries. There were 3 fire fighters on board. Icy road conditions contributed to the crash.

	

	NEW HAMPSHIRE Cars Damaged By Hose From Fire Truck... Nozzle Smashes Windows, Scratches Paint
September 28, 2004
LACONIA, N.H. -- Several cars parked in a Laconia neighborhood were damaged Monday morning in a strange accident with a fire truck.

(FFCC.Com Notes: This is the 2nd time that this has happened recently. In PA, a girl was killed when this occured... (scrolldown for the PA Story). These are critical reminders to MAKE SURE all equipment is secure and stowed properly... outside and inside of the apparatus.)






Fire officials said a loose hose on a fire truck broke windows and scratched cars as the truck responded to an emergency call. Jennifer Anderson said she parked on the street briefly to check on a friend's cats when she heard the truck's siren.

"Then I heard a really loud noise, and I was like, 'Something's not right,' so I ran outside and I saw my car and almost cried," she said. The back window of her car was smashed, and the spoiler and antenna were also damaged. Three cars along the street were damaged by the errant fire hose. "A hunk of it fell off, and as the truck rolled down the street, sections of it flaked off, so it was actually the nozzle that did the damage," Deputy Chief Deb Pendergast said. Pendergast said the hose was securely wrapped on the truck, so firefighters don't know how it came unraveled. "They took a corner and started driving down the street and heard a noise," Pendergast said. "The captain, who sits in the officer seat, looked out the window and saw the nozzle banging down the street." The firefighters immediately stopped to make sure everyone was OK. The city is planning to cover the damage to the cars. Anderson said she had just found a buyer for her car, but the sale is now delayed. She said she's thankful she wasn't in the car during the accident. "I'm just grateful that I or anybody else wasn't in the vicinity when it happened because it was definitely one of those freak accidents," she said.

	

	SAND HILL, NORTH CAROLINA VFD MEMBER CRITICAL... AFTER SINGLE VEHICLE APPARATUS CRASH
(FFCC.Com Notes:  Apparatus crashes are not being reported any less! If anything, it seems they are on the rise...? SOLUTION: Strict training, guidance with strict rule and policy enforcement by FIRE OFFICERS... and SEATBELTS before any apparatus moves. And... everyone belted all the time.)
Courtesy of The Free Press
A member of the Sand Hill Volunteer Fire Department is in critical condition with head injuries at Pitt County Memorial Hospital after the firetruck she was driving ran off Neuse Road and flipped over, throwing her from the vehicle. 
N.C. Highway Patrol Trooper David Emory said Gail Howard, a Sand Hill VFD member, was driving the truck during what was probably a training exercise when the accident happened shortly before 5:30 p.m. on the Neuse Road section just north of N.C. 55. Emory said the firetruck Howard was driving was a total loss, and members of Sand Hill VFD, Wyse Fork VFD and Hugo VFD responded to the scene to help control traffic and clear the road. Neuse Road traffic was blocked for nearly two hours, Emory said. 
The truck ran off the right shoulder of the road, Emory said. Howard was ejected. It is unclear if the truck was equipped with a shoulder and lap belt or just a lap belt, Emory said. No other vehicles were involved, he said. Howard was airlifted to Pitt County Memorial Hospital. Her age and address were not immediately available. Emory said the accident is still under investigation.

	

	FIRE APPARATUS CRASH INJURES 2 FIREFIGHTERS in SC 
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9-17-04-A telesqurt apparatus from the Pelham-Batesville Fire Department in South Carolina was involved in a serious accident this evening while apparently responding to a call of a woman in labor. There were two firefighters on board. Reports are that the truck may have gone off the side of the road slightly, with two wheels up in the air, and hit a tree. The firefighter riding on the passenger side was airlifted from the scene and the firefighter behind the wheel of the truck was transported by ground EMS. At this point, contacts did not know the exact condition of the two firefighters other than they are expected to survive. (Our thanks to SConFire.com for the above photos).

	

	CRASH KILLS ACTING FIRE CAPTAIN, 3 OTHERS INJURED
POLICE: "...driver of the pumper was not at fault"
JOE LEDFORD/The Kansas City Star 
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An accident involving a fire truck Sunday in the 8100 block of Blue Ridge Boulevard killed one firefighter and critically injured another firefighter and the driver of one of the cars.

A Kansas City firefighter died on the way to a call Sunday night after his pumper truck collided with two cars and wrapped itself around a large tree.

Authorities did not release the dead firefighter's name Sunday night, but he was 57 years old and a 32-year department veteran. Chief Smokey Dyer said he had an “impeccable record and reputation.” He said the man's wife told him he had planned to retire before the end of the year. Three other firefighters were injured in the wreck, including one who was in critical but stable condition at a hospital. He was expected to live, Dyer said. The driver of one of the cars also was in critical condition Sunday night. No further information was available about him. The two other firefighters were taken to a hospital with injuries that were described as non-life-threatening.

The collisions occurred about 5:15 p.m. in the 8100 block of Blue Ridge Boulevard, Police Sgt. Randy Sims said. He gave the following account of the wreck:

The firefighters were on their way to a call at the Deerhorn Village Apartments, 9828 Willow Ave. It turned out to be a minor fire, Dyer said. Sirens blaring and emergency lights flashing, Pumper 33, which was southbound on Blue Ridge, came up on a southbound car that was slowing to make a left-hand turn into a driveway. The two vehicles collided as the fire truck tried to swerve around the car, which continued making the turn. The car's driver was shaken up but otherwise uninjured, Sims said. The fire truck then hit a northbound car that had stopped on the far right side of the street. It was a head-on impact, and that car's driver suffered critical injuries. His car was knocked into a yard. Meanwhile, the pumper kept moving forward, unable to stop. It sheared a utility pole in half and finally crashed into a tree yards from the front door of a house.

Sims said the driver of the pumper was not at fault, and he expressed condolences to the dead firefighter's family.

Sims called it a “tragic, unfortunate incident.”

The firefighter who died was an acting captain on Sunday, but his regular rank was fire apparatus operator, Dyer said. For years, the man had been stationed at Station 24, 2039 Hardesty Ave., one of the department's busiest, Dyer said. He had recently transferred to Station 33 at 7504 E. 67th St. Of the four men riding in the pumper Sunday, he was the most experienced. He was a relatively new grandfather, and one of his two sons is a Kansas City firefighter, Dyer said. Other firefighters have been injured or killed while responding to calls for help. Last November, a Kansas City, Kan., Fire Department captain, Gary Boyert, died in a one-car wreck on the way to a call. He was alone in a Fire Department car. In 1999, John Tvedten, a Kansas City Fire Department battalion chief, died while fighting a blaze inside a West Bottoms building. He became disoriented in the smoke, got lost and ran out of air. Dyer called Sunday's accident very unusual because it happened on a straightaway road with four lanes and clear visibility. Whenever wrecks have happened in the past, they've usually been at intersections, he said.

	

	YET ANOTHER BACKING ACCIDENT... FIREFIGHTERS INJURY REQUIRES SURGERY AFTER CLOSE CALL!
(FFCC.Com Notes: 2 weeks ago a FF was killed in Los Angeles when apparatus was backing up, last week a FF was killed in Pennsylvannia when apparatus was backing up and now-a Maryland FF is injured when apparatus is backing up-the injury was serious enough to require surgery. PLEASE SCROLL DOWN to the article marked "UPDATE: FIRE APPARATUS BACKS UP AND KILLS FIREFIGHTER IN PENNSYLVANIA" for some suggestions to solve this problem.)
09-02-04 - The Prince George's County Fire/EMS Department is initiating an investigation at the Laurel Volunteer Rescue Squad following an accident involving one of its volunteers.Mark Brady, a spokesman for the fire/EMS department, said a teenaged volunteer who was behind a rescue pumper as it was backing up into the squad's bay had an arm get caught between the vehicle and a "fixed object." Brady said the arm injury required surgery and the volunteer was hospitalized but later released."Anytime we have a member injured, it's serious," Brady said. "It seemed that everything [safety protocols] were in place. They were in the process of being told to stop when the injury occurred, but I don't know if the driver knew to stop." Richard Sien, chair of the rescue squad's board of directors, said he could not release the name of the volunteer involved in the accident because of confidentiality considerations. Sien said the squad's new pumper has a remote controlled warning claxon that allows a volunteer to activate warning sounds as the vehicle is being backed up. Sien said, however, that he did not know if the claxon being used during the accident. A safe attitude when operating equipment, Sien said, was something all volunteers have to keep in mind while on duty. "It's something we always try to reinforce," Sien said. Backing up fire and rescue vehicles creates the potential for accidents, Brady said.

	

	PUMPER DRIVER CHARGED IN FF DEATH... WAS DRIVING WITH A SUSPENDED LICENSE
RACCOON TWP, 9-1-04 - Frank Brocklebank's driver's license has been suspended for medical reasons since Aug. 2, 2003. 

Yet, according to police, he was behind the wheel of a firetruck when he ran over two of his fellow Raccoon Township firefighters Aug. 25, killing one and injuring the other.Brocklebank, 40, of 115 S. Long Road, Raccoon Township, was charged Tuesday with causing an accident that killed David Vinisky and injured Jim Davidson. In a criminal complaint, township Police Sgt. Michael Anderson wrote that Brocklebank "should not have been operating the fire unit 353" because of his license suspension. The report did not indicate what Brocklebank's medical condition was, and various parties contacted by The Times Tuesday, including police, would not comment. The report also did not state whether fellow firefighters knew that Brocklebank did not have a valid license or whether he was allowed to drive trucks to emergency calls. Brocklebank had been a bus driver for the Hopewell Area School District, but Superintendent Terry Mack said Monday that Brocklebank hadn't driven for the district in about a year, though he would not say why.

Police have been reporting that as Brocklebank began to back up the pumper, Vinisky and Davidson, who were standing behind the truck and taking pictures, were struck by the vehicle. Police reported that once Brocklebank hit the two men, Vinisky was struck in the head by a rear tire, while Davidson clung to the bumper to keep from being run over. Police said Brocklebank stopped the truck after he heard screams. A report written by Beaver County Deputy Coroner Wayne Tatalovich Jr. indicated that Vinisky was struck twice by the truck - once while it was backing up, and a second time when Brocklebank moved it forward.

	

	INVESTIGATION UNDER WAY INTO COLLISION INVOLVING FIRE TRUCK
Motorist, Firefighter Injured In Denver, CO Accident

8-30-04 DENVER -- A violent collision between a car and a Denver fire truck was under investigation Monday after the mishap left a motorist and firefighter injured. The accident happened at about 12:30 p.m. Sunday at the intersection of 13th Avenue and Corona Street, investigators said. The fire truck was responding to a call when it struck a 1999 Pontiac Sunfire on the side, shoving the Sunfire into a parked vehicle. The fire truck skidded into a tree and bus bench, just missing a woman sitting on the bench. The driver of the Sunfire, identified as Erin Fox, was rushed to Denver Health Medical Center with undisclosed injuries. An unidentified firefighter was also injured, but was treated and released. The fire truck was southbound on Corona Street when it entered the intersection with 13th Avenue. The emergency vehicle hit the passenger side of the Sunfire, which was westbound on 13th Avenue, smashing in the passenger side. The truck was using its red lights and siren, according to the fire department, but another motorist who was behind the Sunfire said she didn't hear the truck's siren until it was already in the intersection. An accident reconstruction by Denver police apparently showed the Sunfire was in the middle of the intersection when it was broadsided by the fire truck. Fire trucks and other emergency vehicles in Denver are equipped with a special traffic signaling system that is designed to change traffic lights ahead of them so they can proceed on green lights. Investigators were checking to see if the traffic light change may have been delayed, not giving the Fox enough time to react.

	

	UPDATE: FIRE APPARATUS BACKS UP AND KILLS FIREFIGHTER IN PENNSYLVANIA
(FFCC.Com Notes: While the facts are still not out on this tragic death-it's hard for us to NOT think about FIRE APPARATUS BACKING PROCEDURES and GUIDELINES. So as one suggestion-go to our WEEKLY FIRE DRILL Section on FirefighterCloseCalls.com and look at this drill:
[01-19-2004] Backing Up Apparatus (Vol 2-24)
Backing accidents are not new-firefighters have been killed and injured this way before-and then, what about the thousands of times when no one was hurt and "just the building" or "just the bay door" was struck?... it easily could be a FF-like what happened last night, like what happened last week in L.A. and like what has happened in many other places.
WHAT'S THE SOLUTION? While not at all referring specifically to these recent events as the facts are still not out... FD's need tough (and ENFORCED) backing (and safety related) policies that require TRAINING and an EFFORT by all crew members that they are followed-policies with clear & severe consequences... and most importantly, a tough FIRE OFFICER that isn't afraid to STRICTLY enforce the IMPORTANT rules-the ones that prevent us from getting hurt or killed.
Also be sure to check out: www.respondersafety.com as well as www.emergencyvehicleresponse.com)
COURTESY OF THE TRIBUNE-REVIEW
Thursday, August 26, 2004 
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A veteran Beaver County volunteer firefighter was killed and another injured Wednesday when the new firetruck they were photographing backed over them in the driveway to the fire hall. David Vinisky, 49, a member of the Raccoon Township Volunteer Fire Department, died in the accident that occurred about 6:15 p.m. at the fire hall along Patterson Road, about 10 miles west of Aliquippa. Firefighter James Davidson, 52, was released following treatment for cuts and bruises at Aliquippa Community Hospital, township police Sgt. Michael R. Anderson said. The two men were standing behind the fire truck, taking pictures of the vehicle, when the accident occurred, deputy Beaver County Coroner Wayne Tatalovich Jr. said. Vinisky was found face down in the gravel behind the truck with the camera nearby, witnesses said. Anderson did not release the name of the firefighter who was driving the truck. He said the firefighter voluntarily submitted to routine drug and alcohol tests. "It was just a freak accident," Tatalovich said. Neither Tatalovich nor Anderson could explain how the accident occurred. Anderson said the firetruck emits a steady, beeping warning signal when it is moving in reverse. The fire department recently purchased the vehicle, which is still in the process of being equipped, Anderson said. "I don't think it has even been to a fire yet," he said. There were conflicting reports about whether the firetruck was in the driveway to be washed or if firefighters were installing some new equipment. Anderson described Vinisky, Davidson and the individual who was driving the truck as veteran firefighters who have been with the department for at least 15 years. Vinisky's father, Robert, is a life member of the department, Raccoon firefighter Duane Kunzmann said. "I just left (Vinisky's) parents," Tatalovich said last night. "They were telling me how much he loved the department. I guess he spent a lot of his time volunteering." Anderson said Vinisky "was very well known, very well liked and very well respected." Kunzmann called Vinisky "a super person, one of our best firefighters." Vinisky had a reputation of being very proficient while driving firetrucks to answer alarms. "He really knew how to operate a truck," Kunzmann said. "You never had any worries with him behind the wheel." Kunzmann said Vinisky had a good sense of humor and a reputation for honesty. "If he made you a promise, you knew he would keep his promise," said Kunzmann, who was not among the approximately half-dozen firefighters at the rural department when the accident occurred. Many of the firefighters who gathered at the fire hall following the accident did not want to talk. "They're pretty much in shock," Anderson said. "I don't think it has sunk in yet," Kunzmann said. Firefighters and emergency medical personnel from nearby Potter Township rushed over to the fire hall when news of the accident was broadcast over the fire radio, but nothing could be done to help Vinisky. Tatalovich said the fireman suffered serious head injuries but that no ruling on a cause of death will be made until an autopsy scheduled today. It was the second fatal accident involving a volunteer fire department in the region in a week. A 10-year-old Coraopolis girl was killed and another girl injured Aug. 19 when they were struck by a firehose dangling from a firetruck responding to an alarm. "It's disturbing, very disturbing, especially so soon after the accident in Coraopolis with the little girls," said Sue Nash, one of the Potter firefighters who tried to help Vinisky.

	

	FIREFIGHTER KILLED IN AMBULANCE CRASH
The 22-year-old, who was also an EMT, died at the scene of the crash.
The Ledger-August 24, 2004
WINTER HAVEN, FL -- A 22-year old firefighter and emergency medical technician died Monday when the ambulance he was riding in crashed into a tree off County Road 542, Polk County officials said.Benjamin Matthew Lang, a firefighter with Polk County since 2001, died at the scene of the crash, a Polk County Fire Department official said.Lang was riding in the back of the ambulance and was helping a paramedic as they were taking a patient to Winter Haven Hospital, Polk County sheriff's officials said. The ambulance had its emergency lights and siren on, but officials said they didn't know how fast the ambulance was going when it crashed. According to a Sheriff's Office preliminary investigation, the crash occurred as follows:About 5:25 p.m., the ambulance was heading west on County Road 542, also known as Dundee Road, when the driver lost control near Carl Floyd Road. The roads were slick because of recent rain. The ambulance slid into the grass, overturned and then crashed into a large pine tree with the back of the ambulance facing up. The driver of the ambulance, an EMT, was injured and taken to Winter Haven Hospital. Her condition wasn't known late Monday. The paramedic riding in the back of the ambulance and the patient were both airlifted to Lakeland Regional Medical Center. Their conditions weren't known late Monday.Emergency officials did not release the names of the county employees and patient Monday night and said they were still contacting their relatives. Lang, who worked out of Polk County Fire Station 8 near Cypress Gardens, was working overtime Monday afternoon.Fire officials didn't say why the patient in the ambulance was being taken to the hospital.Lang and other members of his fire crew had responded to an emergency call for the patient and Lang was asked to ride in the ambulance to assist the paramedic. Polk County Fire Chief Doug Lewis said that is standard procedure when a patient is in serious condition."Unfortunately we lost a 22year-old firefighter tonight," Lewis said at the scene of the crash.Lang has family in Polk County and lived in Winter Haven, the Sheriff's Office reported. He recently assisted with Hurricane Charley relief efforts. An investigation of the crash is continuing.

	

	CANDLELIGHT VIGIL SCHEDULED FOR FIREFIGHTER RUN OVER BY FIRE TRUCK
August 17, 2004
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LOS ANGELES -- A candlelight will be held Thursday for Jaime L. Foster, the rookie Los Angeles firefighter fatally injured Saturday as she and her colleagues were leaving the scene of a house fire in Encino. The public is invited to attend the vigil, which will be held at Fire Station 73 -- 7419 Reseda Blvd. -- where Foster worked, according to the Los Angeles Fire Department. A funeral service is to begin at 10 a.m. Friday at the downtown Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels. Foster, who lived in Palmdale, was the first female firefighter killed in the 133-year history of the Los Angeles Fire Department. The 25-year-old rookie, who had worked for the fire department for three months and was known for her enthusiasm and positive attitude, was fatally injured shortly before 2 p.m. Saturday. Witnesses said they saw Foster standing on the back of the truck as it backed slowly out of the 5700 block of Jamieson Avenue. A few seconds later, her body was on the street. Foster, who is believed to have fallen off the truck's running board, was transported to a Tarzana hospital, where she was pronounced dead a short time later. The LAFD's Brian Humphrey said earlier investigations are being conducted by the Los Angeles Fire and Police departments, Cal-OSHA, the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office and the Los Angeles City Attorney's Office.

	

	GIRL DIES AFTER BEING HIT IN HEAD BY LOOSE FIRE HOSE NOZZLE

FFCC.Com Notes: Although this isn't a firefighter close call, it does point out a significant safety issue effecting civilians-and FD's.. reinforcing the issue of securing our equipment-in the cabs and on the outside of the apparatus as well. 
PITTSBURGH A young Allegheny County girl is dead of head injuries a day after she was hit by a six-pound nozzle on a fire hose that became uncoiled as a truck rushed past her to a fire. Ten-year-old Erin Schmidt of Coraopolis died at Children's Hospital in Pittsburgh about six o'clock this afternoon. Schmidt and her close friend, 10-year-old Joelynn Jeffress, were hit with the nozzle yesterday Thursday afternoon as they stood near a gate in front of Schmidt's home. Allegheny County homicide detectives are not expected to finish their investigation until next week, but Coraopolis Fire Chief Larry Byrge says the girl's death was a tragic accident. Somehow, a 30-foot section of a 150-foot hose on the side of a truck came loose from the truck's side compartment as the truck sped to a clothes dryer fire about a block from where the girls were hit by the nozzle. Byrge says the department, and especially those five members on the truck, are badly shaken by the incident. Byrge told the Beaver County Times that firefighters are there to help people, not hurt them.

	

	2 GIRLS SEVERELY HURT IN FREAK ACIDENT - HOSE FROM TRUCK BECAME A GIANT WHIP
Friday, August 20, 2004
By Joe Fahy, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Two Coraopolis girls suffered severe head injuries yesterday when they were struck by a fire hose that apparently came loose from a truck as firefighters responded to a nearby house fire. 
Bill Wade, Post-Gazet

Erin Schmidt and Joey Jeffress, both 10, were standing on the sidewalk in the 500 block of Mount Vernon Avenue when a truck from the Coraopolis Volunteer Fire Department passed by and they were injured by the hose's nozzle. Erin was in critical condition and Joey in serious condition last night at Children's Hospital, a hospital spokeswoman said.

Coraopolis Fire Chief Larry Byrge said four firefighters and a driver were in the cab of the pumper truck, which was heading to a fire in the 400 block of Mount Vernon about 2:30 p.m. He said the firefighters had on air masks and the truck's siren was blaring. They did not notice that the hose had come loose and was whipping around. "It's a very unfortunate accident, very tragic," he said, saying firefighters on the pumper only learned of the injured girls after they extinguished the fire. The fire began in a dryer of the home and no one was injured, he said. Byrge said he had no idea how the hose, stored in an open box mounted on the side of the truck, came loose. He said hoses are typically folded and stored in the boxes and that the department has never had one come loose before. The nozzle, much larger than one on a garden hose, weighs several pounds. Allegheny County homicide detectives were investigating. Neighbors said the accident occurred as the girls were standing in front of Erin's home on the sidewalk with her mother, who suffered minor injuries. Sarah Long, 21, said she was sitting on her fiance's porch steps next door to Erin's home when she saw the truck head up Chess Street, then turn right on Mount Vernon. She said she saw a hose trailing out of the truck get caught underneath a parked car, lifting it slightly, and strike some bushes and a birdbath before it passed by, barely missing her. She said she heard screams and then saw the two injured children on the ground. "When I saw it was unraveling, it was like, 'Oh, my God,' " she said. "There was no way they could have gotten out of the way." Her fiance, Jason Coley, 20, said he saw the hose nozzle strike both children and called 911. Moments before the accident, Long said, Erin's mother called to the children, who had been at the corner as the siren sounded. She told them to move back as the fire truck passed, Long said. Sophie Spencer, who also lives in the 500 block of Mount Vernon, said she was sitting on her front porch when she saw the truck round the corner. The dangling hose caught on her car, lifting it up, knocked over a pot of flowers and broke the pedestal of her concrete birdbath in two before it injured the children, she said. Spencer said Erin and Joey, who lives a block away on Seventh Avenue, are close friends. "This has just devastated us," she said as rain poured outside her home last evening. "It was a nice afternoon; the kids were out. If it had been raining like this, they would have been inside." Neighbors said Erin lives with her mother and older sister and that both she and Joey attend Cornell Elementary School. Mary Lee Smith, 55, who lives across the street from the Jeffress family, said Joey has an older sister and brother. "We're just totally devastated," she said of the accident. "I can't believe what's happened."

	

	OREGON: FIREFIGHTER INJURED IN APPARATUS CRASH
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KGW
Both the SUV and the fire truck were damaged in the crash. 
Courtesy of KGW.com
SANDY, Ore. -- Four lanes of Highway 26 were shut down Wednesday night after two related accidents sent a firefighter, a motorcycle rider, and an SUV driver to the hospital. Firefighters were responding to a motorcycle accident near Sandy when an SUV slammed into the fire truck. The impact was so powerful it knocked the 45,000 pound truck onto two wheels. Other firefighters said they heard the crash from a mile away. "It’s pretty traumatic,” said Phil Schneider, with the Sandy Fire District. “When you turn around and see one of your neighboring districts, it makes you sick to your stomach." Volunteer firefighter Doug Liepold was transported to Mount Hood Medical Center with minor injuries. Authorities have not released details on his condition. The driver of the SUV was identified as 22-year-old Michelle Erickson of Portland. She was taken to Legacy Emanuel Hospital with serious injuries. The fire truck, stationed out of Boring, was seriously damaged. Boring Fire Chief Doug Branch was driving the fire truck. He was not injured. Witnesses said the fire truck had its emergency lights on when the accident occurred. A short time before the fire truck crashed, traffic slowed down suddenly to allow an ambulance to pass by and a motorcycle crashed because the driver couldn’t slow down fast enough, police said. Details on the motorcycle driver’s condition have not been released at this time.

	

	FIRE TRUCK COLLIDES WITH CAR

SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS (WWLP-7/30) - A fire truck and a car collided on the streets of Springfield. At 10am, 2-Springfield men were driving in the red Chevy when it flipped over on Oak and Union streets. The passenger, 24-year-old Raymond Cliché, is still being treated at Baystate Medical Center's emergency room. The driver 28-year-old Shawn Heffernan was treated and released. One firefighter suffered minor back injuries. The firefighters say the car was at fault. Witnesses disagree. Some witnesses blame the firefighters for causing the car crash.

	

	VIRGINIA BEACH FIREFIGHTERS INJURED AFTER TRUCK SINKS INTO DITCH 
[image: image14.jpg]


There were tense moments Monday afternoon for several Virginia Beach firefighters. Around 3:15pm, their fire truck sank into a ditch in the 1300 block of Pleasant Ridge Road - just off Princess Anne Road in the Muddy Creek section of the city. Four firefighters were hurt in the accident and transported to an area hospital with non-life threatening injuries.Officials say the fire truck and an oncoming pickup truck both veered onto their respective shoulders to make room for each other to pass. The weight of the truck combined with the saturation of the ground from recent rains caused the shoulder to give way - resulting in the truck sinking further into the roadside ditch.The driver of the pickup truck was not injured.The accident remains under investigation. Officials have not said if the truck was answering a call at the time of the incident.



	

	FIRE TRUCK SLAMS INTO WHEELING HOME
Jill Del Greco, NEWS 9
July 26, 2004
[image: image15.jpg]


WHEELING, WV -- A fire truck on its way to a routine call takes an accidental detour - right into a Wheeling home. 

Wheeling Fire Department Assistant Chief Kevin Otte says a crew of three firemen were on the way to a call on Lind Street. He says the truck was at the intersection near 14th Street when it veered to the left and crashed into the home of Gene Ryan.

"The truck right now is at the shop, and we're in the process of going over the truck to determine exactly what may have caused the accident," said Otte. "We will have accidents, it's just a part of the business."

The owner of the home says he was walking home from the Italian Festival when he saw the truck on the way to the call, and then he saw the accident happen."I told my wife, 'Something happened in front of the house!' I huff and puff up 14th Street, and I found Engine 2 under my front porch," he said.No one in the fire truck was hurt, and no one was in the house at the time of the accident. Ryan says the truck damaged his porch and also ripped off his garage door. He says Wheeling has already started the process of getting his home fixed.Otte says it could take a few days to determine if driver error or a mechanical malfunction caused the crash.

	

	MISSOURI FIRETRUCK BACKS INTO PEDESTRIAN; 82 YEAR OLD MAN KILLED
CHARIS PATIRES 7-13-04
Courtesy of The Lake Sun Leader 
ELDON - Fire Chief Randy Vernon acknowledged a fire department vehicle backed into a man Sunday and killed him. Vernon said the driver was on a medical call when the accident occurred and referred all questions to Eldon City Administrator Gary Marriott. The fire department was assisting the Miller County Ambulance District when Orvil Shipley, 82, was run over, Marriott said. According to the Missouri State Highway Patrol, the accident occurred around 12:45 p.m. on South Aurora in Eldon. A 2000 Ford rescue truck driven by Olin Meadors, 28, was backing up when he hit Shipley. Shipley was flown to St. John's Hospital in Springfield and pronounced dead at 3:55 p.m. The incident is under investigation. Marriott expressed sympathy on behalf of the City of Eldon to Shipley's family.

	

	2 KILLED AS CAR, FIRE ENGINE CRASH IN POMPANO BEACH, FL[image: image16.jpg]



Posted July 12 2004
POMPANO BEACH -- A Mitsubishi car blew through a red light and into the path of a fire truck on an emergency call in Pompano Beach early Sunday morning, leaving two men dead, another critically injured and three firefighters badly shaken, investigators said.Driver Thomas Hockman, 22, of Pompano Beach, and Lucas Hamilton, 24, of Boca Raton, died at the scene. Backseat passenger Jonathan Markert, 24, of Boca Raton, remains in critical condition.Hockman's car was destroyed when he apparently ignored a red light and cut off a Pompano Beach Fire Department ladder truck, operating with lights and siren on, at the intersection of U.S. 1 and Atlantic Boulevard about 2 a.m., Broward Sheriff's Office investigators said.The three firefighters suffered no injuries but were deeply disturbed by the crash and the carnage it left behind, a fire department spokeswoman said. They will be offered counseling and are not expected to face discipline, said Sandra King of Pompano Beach Fire-Rescue."The damage is what you would expect if a locomotive had hit the car,'' said King, who didn't name the firefighter who was driving or the other men on board. "The ladder truck had the green light and was going about 30 to 35 miles per hour when it hit. It was a very bad scene, obviously.''

Loaded with water and headed south on U.S. 1, the truck dragged Hockman's car for about half a block before coming to a halt, King said. Several witnesses told Broward Sheriff's Office investigators that Hockman clearly drove through a red traffic light as he headed west, about two miles from the beach.
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FATAL WRECK: Officers inspect the Mitsubishi Mirage, which was struck by a Pompano Beach Fire-Rescue truck early Sunday morning. The driver and a passenger were killed instantly; another passenger remains in critical condition. Miami Herald
 

Markert was taken by ambulance to North Broward Medical Center.Hockman had a spotty driving record and his Florida driver's license was scheduled to be suspended on Aug. 5 for failure to pay fines on other traffic incidents, according to state driving records. Last year he was found guilty of failing to use care when driving, and in 2002 he was convicted of speeding, the records say.Among those who saw the crash were friends of the victims following behind from a Saturday night party, King said. The Sheriff's Office traffic homicide unit is investigating.Other witnesses included a church group returning from an evening out. Maxine Reed Washington, a Pompano Fire-Rescue secretary, was part of that group and provided a detailed description of the crash to investigators. She could not be reached for comment later Sunday.The crash happened during a hectic period for Pompano firefighters, King said. Shortly before 2 a.m., the department got a call that a boat owner had rammed a dock at his home and banged his head. About the same time, the department got a fire call.The ladder truck was sent to the boat owner's home and followed a rescue ambulance, which cleared the intersection seconds before the crash.The rescue truck abandoned the boat call and returned to the accident scene because the passengers were obviously in bad shape, King said. The boat owner did not have life-threatening injuries and was treated later by another crew."Even though the firefighters did nothing wrong, I know they were extremely shaken,'' King said. "They feel their job is to save people, and here they were involved in something that they knew right away people weren't going to survive.''

	

	FIRE APPARATUS COLLISION KILLS MAN

NYPD: "Apparatus Had Right Of Way-Lights and Sirens Activated-Civilian Vehicle Ran Red Light"
BY BRIAN BOYD
Newsday Long Island Staff Writer
July 10, 2004, 6:41 PM EDT
A Bronx man out on the town with friends was killed early Saturday when the sports utility vehicle in which he was a passenger collided with a fire truck rushing to a blaze.The truck from Engine Company 94 and the 2000 Dodge Durango crashed in the intersection of East 163rd Street and Intervale Avenue at 1:23 a.m., fire and police officials said. By midday, a memorial of candles and flowers to Ronaldy Mendez, 25, had sprung up at the accident scene in Longwood, just east of Westchester Avenue. "He was like a second father to my kids," grief-stricken Moses Mendez, 33, said of his brother, noting that Ronaldy looked after his three nephews during Moses' truck-driving stints.

Police said the fire truck was heading west on East 163rd Street, and the Durango was going south on Intervale Avenue. The Durango ran a red light and the fire truck had the right-of-way, police said. Firefighter Paul Iannizzotto, a department spokesman, said the truck's siren and lights "were activated." But Moses Mendez said people in the neighborhood told him the Durango had the green light, and the fire truck's siren and lights were not blaring.
Ronaldy Mendez, of 987 E. 167th St., was pronounced dead on arrival at Lincoln Medical and Mental Health Center. The five other passengers in the SUV were treated there, with one being admitted. The five firefighters on the truck were taken to Jacobi Medical Center, where they were treated and released.His family remembered Mendez, whose family emigrated from El Salvador when he was 3, as a deeply religious man, a music lover and diehard Yankee fan. "He was a fun guy," said sister Carmery Mendez, 22. Ronaldy Mendez, who relatives said regularly studied the Bible, was trying to get work as an air-conditioner repairman. He was considering moving to Iowa, where he had attended a private high school for a couple of years, his brother said. The driver of Durango, Jose Acosta, 38, of Youngstown, Ohio, and three passengers, Francisco Tavaras, 25, Daniel Torres, 25, his brother, Mike Torres, 29, were treated at Lincoln and released, police said. A 32-year-old woman in the Durango, who was not identified, was in stable condition at Lincoln with neck and back injuries.The Fire Department is conducting its own investigation."It would be premature to speculate on what caused the accident," Iannizzotto said. The truck, based at a Seneca Avenue station, was responding to a fire in an apartment building at East 161st Street and Tinton Avenue, Iannizzotto said. The truck was the fourth engine called to that fire, he said. The Fire Department did not release the names of the firefighters involved.

	

	EMT CRITICAL IN RESPONSE ACCIDENT - EJECTED - NO SEAT BELT
BY LARRY RAMER, Staff Writer
(FFCC.Com Notes: The wearing of seatbelts isn't a new issue. Go to our APPARATUS CLOSE CALLS Section for a clip that drives the point home.)
MARLBORO, N.J. — A local first aid volunteer remained in critical condition on July 6, a week after he was involved in a motor vehicle accident while responding to an emergency call. A spokeswoman at Jersey Shore University Medical Center, Neptune, said Ronny Tornberg, 48, of Marlboro, was still in critical condition earlier this week. Tornberg is a member of the Marlboro First Aid Squad, Wyncrest Road.Marlboro police Sgt. Joseph Lenge told the News Transcript that Tornberg was traveling north on Robertsville Road at 10:16 a.m. June 30 when the vehicle he was driving was involved in an accident with a vehicle that was exiting Clubhouse Lane. Lenge said Tornberg was responding to an emergency medical call at the time of the accident. Clubhouse Lane is the exit from the Greenbriar adult community. The vehicle that was involved in the accident with Tornberg was being driven by Florence Weinstein, 82, of Marlboro, Lenge said. He said Weinstein did not suffer any injuries. Her vehicle was slightly damaged, he reported. At the point of impact, Tornberg’s vehicle rolled over five or six times before Tornberg was ejected from the car through its sunroof, Lenge said. The officer said Tornberg was not wearing a seat belt at the time of the accident. He was taken by helicopter to Jersey Shore University Medical Center. The police department’s Traffic and Safety Bureau is investigating the accident, Lenge said.Asked if Tornberg may have sustained less serious injuries if he had been wearing a seat belt, Lenge said, "I imagine so. He would have stayed in the vehicle."

	

	FIREFIGHTER DRUNK, OPERATING APPARATUS, IS CHARGED
(Lancaster, NY, July 7, 2004) - A volunteer firefighter in the Village of Lancaster is charged with DWI after crashing his fire truck on the way to a fire call. Police say 34 year old Christopher Long was drunk when he slammed head-on into a pickup truck that had pulled over to yield the right of way Sunday night. The driver of the pickup and a passenger were taken to the hospital with non-life threatening injuries. Long will appear back in court July 13th.

Apparatus Overturns While Responding... in Maryland
Gaithersburg fire engine flips on side, snarls traffic
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by Vivian Laxton, Staff Writer
July 2, 2004 
A ladder truck from the Gaithersburg-Washington Grove fire station flipped on its side as it responded to a house fire this afternoon, sending three firefighters to the hospital for observation and snarling traffic at the intersection of Montgomery Village Avenue and Stedwick Road. The firefighters were expected to be treated and released, Fire and Rescue Services spokesman Pete Piringer said. The accident occurred around 4:45 p.m. as the truck, Aerial Tower 8, headed to a house fire on Friendship Place in Gaithersburg, Piringer said. That fire was minor, he said. No other vehicles appeared to be involved in the accident; crews were still on the scene trying to determine what happened.

	

	TENNESSEE FIRE TRUCK OVERTURNS: FOUR FIREFIGHTERS INJURED
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Joe Norman
WREG News Staff 6/28/04
Courtesy of WREG Memphis, TN - Authorities say a fire truck overturned around 10 this morning at Holmes and Ross in the Hickory Hill area. The fire truck was apparently involved in a crash with a Honda Accord. The fire truck overturned on the shoulder of Holmes, while the Honda sustained rear end damage and ended up in a ditch on the other side of the road. (See aerial video) Police and five medical units responded. Five people were injured. Four were firefighters, the fifth person was the female driver of the Honda, identified as Cheryl Bernard. Bernard is a Shelby County jailer and was just getting off her shift at work when the accident happened. Bernard and a fire department lieutenant were taken to the Med, while the other three firefighters were transported to Methodist Central. The extent of their injuries aren't known at this time.The fire truck was Engine 55. [additional wreckage photos]



	

	FIREFIGHTER ARRESTED FOR DRIVING FIRE TRUCK DRUNK
June 4, 2004
CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa -- A Springville volunteer firefighter was charged with drinking while driving a fire truck. Brian Gehl, 37, was arrested by Linn County police on suspicion of driving with a blood alcohol level nearly two times the legal limit. In Iowa, the legal limit is .08. Police say they found an open can of beer and three unopened cans in the fire truck. Fire officials say Gehl was not driving the truck to a fire, but that he got into the truck and decided to take it for a drive. Springville is located about 13 miles east of Cedar Rapids.

	

	NORTH CAROLINA FIRE TRUCK OVERTURNS EN ROUTE TO WRECK
Chris Whipple
Courtesy of The Daily Advance Elizabeth City, North Carolina
June 2, 2004
[image: image19.jpg]


The Providence Volunteer Fire Department lost its fire engine Tuesday when it overturned on Berea Church Road while responding to a two-car traffic accident. Jimmy Harris, chief of the PVFD, said the two firefighters on board were transported from the scene to Albemarle Hospital, but that their injuries were minor. He said he didn't know if the nine-year-old fire pumper is salvageable. To replace it, he said, would cost about $200,000. State Trooper J.S. Hardison, who investigated, said the accident occurred when the fire engine's back right tire left the right side of pavement and slid into the ditch. For 40 yards, driver Leonard Overton, 24, fought to keep the sloshing, 1,000-gallon pumper on the road — leaving S-shaped stripes of tire rubber leading to where the engine lay on its side. Hardison said the tracks left by the tires are yaw marks — different from skid marks because the pattern of the treads is visible. They indicate that Overton never locked the brakes. Skids marks leave a solid black line, Hardison said. Overton steered hard left to get the fire pumper back on the road, then hard right to keep it from going off the other side, then hard left again. In the middle of the last hard right, four yaw marks draw close together where Hardison said the engine started to go up on its side. The next time the engine went off road it took out four mailboxes, clipped a paved driveway spanning the ditch on the right, flipped twice, throwing off its water tank, turned around to face the way it came and slid on its side until its fiberglass hood snagged on a utility pole, Hardison said. When rescue workers arrived, Overton had his arm out the passenger window, pinned under the side-mirror. They dug his arm free with their hands then pulled Overton and Junior Firefighter Jimmie McGee, 18, out a hole in the front windshield. Both firefighters were restrained on back-boards before being driven to the hospital by ambulance. McGee had a cut hand and neck. Overton complained about soreness in his shoulder. Both were released from the hospital Tuesday evening. Overton's brother, Leroy, drives a tow truck and was on his way to the scene of the first, two-car accident when he came upon his brother's wrecked fire engine. He said his brother loves being a firefighter even though it means exposing himself to danger. The two-car accident, about four hundred yards past the site of the wrecked engine, was minor. "It was a side-swipe," Harris said. "They knocked each others side views off." At the site of the fire engine accident, the road was splattered with fire-fighting foam and littered with hoses, pieces of shattered emergency lights, a bent ladder and other debris. The Elizabeth City Fire Department is loaning PVFD an engine until the county unit gets a replacement. "We will have the equipment to fight fires with," said PVFD Assistant Chief Bud Cuthrell.

	OREGON FIREFIGHTERS SERIOUSLY HURT IN CRASH WHILE RESPONDING TO EMERGENCY
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Their ambulance struck a tree and flipped Monday.
JODY LAWRENCE-TURNER
Statesman Journal
May 11, 2004
Salem firefighters responding to a crash scene early Monday were taken aback when they realized it was two of their own trapped inside a medic unit’s mangled cab. Willard Bauscher, 35, and Andy Grimmer, 29, were seriously injured when their medic unit veered off the road, slammed into a large tree and flipped on its side at Liberty and Union streets NE about 3:40 a.m. Intern Ben Brauegeman was in the back of the unit. He was treated at Salem Hospital and released.It took 30 minutes for firefighters to extricate Grimmer, the driver, from the cab, deputy fire marshal Bill Holmstrom said.Grimmer and Bauscher were in serious condition at Salem Hospital on Monday.“We haven’t had a significant accident like this in the last 25 years,” said Mike Knode, Salem’s fire chief. “Based on preliminary investigations, it appears Grimmer lost consciousness at the time of the crash and it doesn’t appear he fell asleep.”Holmstrom called the experience unnerving.“It’s like — it’s your family, but you can’t deal with your emotions because you have to keep doing your job,” he said. “It’s our worst nightmare.”Grimmer and Bauscher, who work out of Station No. 1 near downtown, were responding with lights and sirens to an emergency medical aid when the crash occurred.

“I feel very fortunate that no civilians were involved and the firefighters injuries are recoverable,” Knode said. “I’m very proud of how the firefighters performed their rescue and maintained their composure.”


