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MALAYSIA, TERENGGANU, KEMAMAN, OCTOBER 23 2014.  TWO OFFSHORE MALAYSIA RIG WORKERS FALL TO 
THEIR DEATHS 

The Ensco 104 rig.  
Two oil rig workers died October 18 after an accident aboard the Ensco 104 rig 
chartered to SapuraKencana in offshore Malaysia. The unnamed men were 
performing routine inspection work when their safety harnesses broke free and 
dropped them, Singapore’s Straits Times said. Police officials said both men 
suffered fatal head injuries. The accident reportedly happened about 152 
nautical miles off the coast of Kerteh beach in the Kemaman district of 
Terengganu around 11:00 p.m. local time Saturday. Police said the victims died 
at the scene and were airlifted to the Kemaman Hospital for postmortem 
examinations. The examinations ruled out foul play and determined both cases 
were accidental sudden deaths. Neither UK-based Ensco nor Malyasia-based 
SapuraKencana have commented on the incident. 

http://petroglobalnews.com/2014/10/two-offshore-malaysia-rig-workers-fall-to-their-deaths/ 
 
AUSTRALIA, NEW SOUTH WALES, COWRA, OCTOBER 23 2014.  FUEL FOR CONJECTURE >> BP, CONSULTANTS 
TIGHT-LIPPED ON FORMER SERVO SITE FUTURE 

An exhumed fuel tank is loaded on to a semi-trailer at the former BP service 
station. 
Contractors have unearthed and removed four giant underground fuel tanks 
from the site of the former BP service station at the eastern end of Cowra’s 
CBD. They were loaded on to semi-trailers this morning (Wednesday) and taken 
from the company-owned 191-193 Kendal St site to an unknown destination. An 
air of mystery has enveloped the long-standing service station and itslong-term 
future since Sydney-based Rockwell Drilling Services in early August tested for 
contamination at the rear of the site in a shallow gully that feeds into Waugoola 
Creek (pictured right), upstream of its junction with the Lachlan River. Cowra 
Shire Council’s environmental services director, Kate Alberry, has told CCN in 
an email that five-year development consent was granted by the council on April 
4 this year for demolition of the service station and ancillary structures. There is 
no consent for replacement structures, she says, adding that she has no 

knowledge of a “survey” by Rockwell Drilling Services. The development consent was granted to Sydney-based MCHP 
Architects, commissioned by United States-based engineering and design company URS Corp, at the behest of BP Australia, 
CCN understands. MCHP Architects and URS Corp are both a tight-lipped on future plans for the site, although outside 
sources say it’s ear-marked for sale following environmental remediation, if necessary, to a take-away pizza chain. CCN has 
not been able to verify those reports. And BP Australia has not responded to CCN’s September 9 email, sent by request to 
aucustcare@bp.com, seeking information on the company’s plans for the site post-demolition, particularly if it’s to be re-
developed by the company or sold off. CCN also sought from BP Australia the number of underground tanks on the site, and 
whether the company would be liable for remediation costs should the Rockwell test drills, sunk in the gully behind the former 
service station, reveal contamination by fuel products. Certainly the contractors removing the tanks are touchy. When jack-
hammering of the concrete overlay began at the site on Monday morningan employee stationed on the street outside the 
safety fence demanded to know why a CCN operative was taking pictures of the former service station. “It’s a public street,” 
said CCN. “Oh, then you’re just a local newspaper, are you?” “Yes – and why don’t you want people taking pictures?” “Well, 
someone might be looking for incriminating evidence,” he said. “But if you’re only a local paper, then I suppose it’s all right.” 
And this morning, as CCN took more pictures from Kendal St, another employee, a burly hard-hat of pugnacious demeanour, 
demanded from inside the safety fencing: “Hey, what d’yer think yer doin’?” “It’s a public street,” replied CCN, snapping away. 
“You’re not takin’ photos of me – I don’t want my photo taken.” “It’s a public street,” said CCN. “Go on, piss off yer f------!” A 
United States federal judge in September ruled that BP could be liable for $18 billion in additional fines over its Deepwater 
Horizon oil rig spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the nation’s worst offshore oil spill that flowed uncapped from April to July in 2010. BP 
previously agreed to pay a record $4 billion in criminal fines and penalties over the disaster, plus more than $27 billion in 
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clean-up costs and compensation to people and businesses harmed by the spill. The company made $24 billion in profits last 
year but could be forced again to sell off some assets to cover the additional fines, according to analysts in the US. 
http://www.cowracommunitynews.com/viewnews.php?newsid=7888&id=1 
 
INDIA, HARYANA, FARIDABAD, OCTOBER 23 2014.  OVER 200 FIREWORKS STALLS GUTTED IN FARIDABAD 

ashok kumar 
A major fire broke out in the crackers market in Faridabad on Tuesday evening. 
More than 200 fireworks stalls and several vehicles were gutted in a massive 
fire at the NIT Dussehra Ground here on Tuesday. However, there were no 
casualties in the incident. The fire broke out around 6-30 p.m. in one of the 
stalls earmarked for selling of fireworks and soon engulfed the entire area 
housing 230-odd shops. According to eyewitnesses, more than a thousand 
people were present in the ground at the time of the incident and the sudden 
fire led to a stampede-like situation. One of the eyewitnesses, Dheeraj, said 
dark clouds of smoke engulfed the ground making it difficult for the people to 
find their way to safety. More than 22 fire tenders were pressed into service and 

it took them around two hours to douse the flames. Faridabad Police Commissioner A. S. Chawla told The Hindu that there 
were no casualties. “The entire ground has been cleared. No casualties are found,” said Mr. Chawla, adding that fireworks 
worth several crore were gutted. He said that the cause of fire was not immediately known. A man was taken to hospital with 
complaint of uneasiness and was discharged after first aid. With clouds of smoke billowing out of the ground the news of the 
fire spread across the city and relatives of those present at the spot rushed to seek their well-being. This, coupled with the 
movement of fire-tenders, led to massive traffic jam in several areas of the nearby areas. The incident led to strong resentment 
among the stall-owners who accused the administration of not making adequate arrangements to deal with the emergency 
situation. Some of the stall-owners said the lone fire-tender stationed at the spot did not have water. The eye-witnesses said 
that it was all over by the time the fire-tenders arrived. Reacting to allegations of apathy, area Sub-Divisional Officer Mahavir 
Prasad said that it was a matter of investigation. The stall-owners claimed that more than a hundred vehicles, including two-
wheelers, cars and tempos, were gutted, the local administration said so far they had information only about a dozen vehicles. 
In a similar incident, 13 people were killed when a fire broke out at a fireworks market in Faridabad two decades ago. 
Following the tragedy, the administration decided to designate open grounds for selling of crackers in the city. 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/over-200-fireworks-stalls-gutted-in-faridabad/article6525578.ece+ 
 
USA, S.C, GREENVILLE, OCTOBER 23 2014.  MOTHER OF TEEN KILLED IN GAS STATION WRECK SPEAKS OUT 

 Watch the Video’s:  

 The Greenville County Coroner Says one Person is Dead and Several Others are Injured after a Crash at a Gas 
Station. 

 The Mother of a Teenage Boy Killed in a Fiery Wreck at a Greenville County Gas Station has a Message for Drivers. 

Photo’s [12] One Person Dead, Several Others Injured after Gas Station Crash 

The Greenville County Coroner says one person is dead and several others are 
injured after a crash at a gas station. Shizaire Mitchell, 19, died following a wreck 
at the Spinx on White Horse Road. It happened just before 8:30 p.m. Tuesday. 
"What I really want is for this to be a learning lesson for a lot of the boys his age 
that this fast driving, fast riding, it's no good," said Sheila Mitchell. Witnesses said 
a car came off an embankment as it got off the highway on to White Horse Road 
and went airborne. The car then hit another car pulling in as well as a gas pump 
that caught on fire. "He had so many people who loved him and for him just to 
wind up like this is really sad." According to the Highway Patrol, a 15-year-old, 
18-year-old Monica Landrum, of Inman, and 19-year-old Delvin Foster, of 
Greenville, were in a 2012 Honda Civic with Mitchell and all three were taken to 
Greenville Memorial Hospital with injuries. As of late Wednesday afternoon, 
Landrum was in critical condition and Foster was listed in serious condition, 

according to a GHS spokesperson. Troopers said they are still investigating to determine which teenager was driving the 
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Honda. Mitchell said her son was the light of her life. "His life was everything for the 19 years I was blessed with him. He 
brought joy from the smiles, to his laughter, to his singing, dancing," said Mitchell. She said support from family and friends, as 
well as her faith is what's keeping her going. "My son loved God. He knew who God was, so that is why I am not falling apart 
on the ground crying because I know he's with his Father. And that's what's giving me strength," said Mitchell. News 
4  received surveillance video from JTM Enterprise and Leasing which is across the street from Spinx. It gives a clearer picture 
of what happened. Orinthius Webb, a friend of Mitchell, told WYFF that he was in the vehicle with the teenagers about 30 
minutes before the crash. "I had them drop me off at home so I could watch a football game," Webb said. "I'm blessed 
because I could have been in the car with them." According to Webb, Mitchell was driving the Civic when he was in the 
vehicle. Webb said he was told that the Civic belonged to one of the other teenagers in the car. Two people were in the 
second vehicle. Troopers said Michael Branyon, 33, of Greenville, and Jacqueline Miller, 24, of also of Greenville, were in a 
2009 Honda Accord. Miller was taken to Greenville Memorial, according to the Highway Patrol. Miller was listed in good 
condition, according to a GHS spokesperson. "It was something you would see in an action movie," says witness Eddie 
Thomas. Thomas said he screamed for everyone to get down and debris flew into his tow truck. Mitchell had attended 
Carolina High School. According to the principal, he had not been a student there in over a year. "A lot of people are going to 
miss him because he was a good dude," Webb told WYFF. "He was a good guy." 
http://www.wyff4.com/news/dispatchers-car-crashes-into-gas-station-injuries-reported/29266684 
 
USA, TN, KNOXVILLE, OCTOBER 23 2014.  CAR WEDGED UNDER TANKER TRUCK IN WRECK ON I-40E IN 
KNOXVILLE 

The wreck happened around 6:45 a.m. on I-40E near James White Parkway in 
Knoxville. 

Interstate 40 East, near James White Parkway, was reduced to one lane after a 
car was pinned under a tanker truck. Knoxville Police Department says they 
responded to a wreck involving two vehicles at around 6:45 a.m Wednesday. 
According to the preliminary investigation, Darrell DeBusk with the Knoxville 
Police Department says the driver of a Nissan Sentra attempted to merge into the 
next lane. The driver merged underneath a tanker truck. Debusk says the driver 
of the semi was able to quickly stop his vehicle, which was empty. He says both 
drivers were wearing seat-belts and neither driver was injured. Neither driver has 
been charged, but Debusk says the are continuing to investigate. 
 
 

http://www.wate.com/story/26854867/car-wedged-under-tanker-truck-in-wreck-on-i-40e-in-knoxville 
 
ENGLAND, NORTHUNBERLAND, FOURSTONES, OCTOBER 23 2014.  THIEF DRAINS FORECOURT FUEL TANK 
brian tilley 
A brazen thief has helped himself to more than 300 litres of diesel – from the underground tank at Fourstones filling station. 
The crook pulled onto the station forecourt in the middle of the night and used a hand pump to siphon the fuel, worth around 
£400, directly from the tank. Proprietor George Walker is now warning other rural filling station operators to be on the look out 
for the brass-necked bandit. Mr Walker said: “The policemen who came out to investigate said he had never seen anything like 
it in 25 years on the force. “The thief had used a hand pump to draw the fuel, which he then siphoned out using two hand-
made tubes, either directly into a wagon, or into plastic drums on the back of a wagon. “The crook must have been disturbed 
because a member of my staff found the tubes the next day thrown into the back of a hedge nearby, or they may have got 
more.” Police say the theft on October 3 was the third such raid on rural filling stations in the county, with one in Stannington 
hit in August and again in September. Insp. Kevin Oates. said: “The fuel theft at Fourstones has clearly been carried out by 
someone who knows the layout of the premises and how to open up the underground fuel storage tank. “That would lead us to 
believe that it’s someone local and we’re investigating that at the moment.” He added that CCTV footage and the two hoses 
found at the scene were being examined. He urged other petrol station owners to invest in good quality locks and security 
lighting for their forecourts. Any member of the public with information on the Fourstones theft, or who is offered fuel for sale, is 
asked to contact PC Alistair Everett at Haltwhistle Police Station on 101 ext 69191. 
http://www.hexhamcourant.co.uk/news/fourstones-thief-drains-forecourt-fuel-tank-1.1169698 
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USA, OH, LINCOLN CO, OCTOBER 23 2014.  TANKER TRUCK ROLLOVER SPILL SHUTS DOWN HIGHWAY 18 NORTH 
OF CHANDLER 

 
 
Lincoln County Sheriff's Department and the Oklahoma Highway Patrol (OHP) 
responded to the report of a tanker truck rollover on State Highway 18 north of 
Chandler. Highway 18 was shut down because of the incident. Crews on the 
scene worked to clean up the crude oil being carried by the truck. The driver was 
taken to a local hospital in good condition. Traffic officials rerouted cars to County 
Road 840 around the section line. 
 
 

http://www.news9.com/story/26852405/tanker-truck-rollover-spill-shuts-down-highway-18-north-of-chandler 
 
INDIA, KERALA, KOCHI, OCTOBER 23 2014.  DRIVER KILLED AS LPG TANKER OVERTURNS 

The driver of an LPG tanker truck was killed instantly when the vehicle capsized near PS Mission Hospital at Maradu on 
Wednesday night. After the accident, vehicular traffic was banned on the Kundannoor-Maradu stretch. Police and fire force 
personnel have cordoned off the area and efforts were on to transfer LPG to another vehicle. Police said the accident occurred 
when the tanker driver, Radhakrishnan of Cherthala, swerved the vehicle to avoid ramming into a car, which had entered the 
main road from a bylane around 10.15pm. The heavy vehicles' cabin, police said, crashed into a shop, and the trailing tanker 
capsized. The tanker was heading to Kollam from IOC plant in Palluruthy. Frequent accidents involving LPG tankers have 
been a matter of concern in the state, with the authorities even considering alternative means of transport. More than 20 
people were killed when an LPG tanker capsized and caught fire at Chala in Kannur in August 2012. The fire had then caused 
extensive damage. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/Driver-killed-as-LPG-tanker-overturns/articleshow/44913653.cms 
 
USA, MD, ROSEDALE, OCTOBER 23 2014.  FINAL REPORT RELEASED IN FIERY MARYLAND DERAILMENT 

In this May 28, 2013 file photo, a fire burns at the site of a CSX freight train 
derailment in Rosedale, Md., after the train collided with a trash truck. The 
National Transportation Safety Board is set to release its final report of the 
collision, including findings and recommendations, at a news conference 
Wednesday. 
Federal regulators have released a final report finding that a 2013 train 
derailment and chemical explosion in Rosedale was caused by a truck driver 
who failed to yield at the rail crossing. The National Transportation Safety Board 
on Wednesday determined that the dump truck driver, John Alban Jr., was at 
fault in the 15-car derailment and subsequent explosion. Alban has said he was 
on the phone using a hands-free device at the time of the crash. The NTSB 

issued recommendations that include prohibiting commercial vehicle drivers from using hands-free devices. The board also 
said overgrown vegetation, and “inadequate federal oversight” of Alban’s trash hauling company, Alban Waste LCC, 
contributed to the collision. The company had an above-average number of violations, resulting in trucks being ordered off the 
road. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/final-report-to-be-released-in-md-derailment/2014/10/22/04b30398-59db-11e4-9d6c-
756a229d8b18_story.html 
 
SINGAPORE, OCTOBER 23 2014.  DEATHS OF LEATHER FACTORY WORKERS RULED MISADVENTURE >> 
MODERATELY HIGH CONCENTRATION OF HYDROGEN SULPHIDE GAS 

The company has reportedly made substantial investments to improve the working environment to ensure no repeat of the 
tragedy.The two men were good friends who worked at a leather dyeing factory in Tai Seng. When one of them fell into a pit of 
wastewater at the factory – which processes crocodile skins imported from Colombia – on Boxing Day last year, the other tried 
to save him, but both eventually died. Labourers and Chinese compatriots Yang Zhonghua, 37, and Zhai Hailei, 25, were 
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working at Nam Heng Leather Dyeing on the morning of Dec 26. Yang was tasked with unhooking two sieves above a pit filled 
with wastewater for cleaning. While perched precariously above the pit, Yang accidentally fell into it. About seven minutes 
later, foreman Chew Hock Seng, who suspected that Yang might have fallen into the pit, instructed Zhai to search the pit area. 
Five minutes later, a panic-stricken Mr Chew gathered all the employees at the pit to search for both the missing workers, who 
were not wearing any safety harness. One after the other, Yang and Zhai were pulled out of the wastewater after their shirts 
floated up. They were taken to Changi General Hospital, where they both died on Jan 4. At the coroner’s inquiry on Tuesday 
(Oct 21), State Coroner Marvin Bay noted that Nam Heng had reportedly made substantial investments to improve the working 
environment and wastewater management systems to ensure no repeat of the tragedy. Mr Chew said the workers at the 
factory did not wear harnesses or gloves when entering the pit, which was 3m deep and measured about 0.34m by 1.2m. The 
wastewater level was at 2.5m at the time of the incident. Workers are, however, required to wear anti-slip boots – but it is not 
known why Yang and Zhai were wearing slippers when the accident took place. Mr Bay found that workers such as Yang 
would be perched precariously in a squat, with their heads craned forward, to locate and retrieve sieves used to collect residue 
at the pit. The unsteady weight distribution would predispose them to fall over if they slipped or were temporarily disoriented by 
a moderately high concentration of hydrogen sulphide gas. The latter was likely from chemical reactions from discharge of dye 
residues processed on Christmas Eve and can cause dizziness and fatigue in higher concentrations. “I, therefore, find that 
Yang had an accidental fall into the (pit). The disorientation caused by the gas would have further compromised his ability to 
call for help or struggle once he was in the water,” Mr Bay wrote in his findings. “Zhai perished as a result of his valiant but 
ultimately futile attempt to save his co-worker and friend.” The men’s deaths were ruled misadventure of an industrial nature. 
Their cause of death was hypoxic-ischaemic encephalopathy with septicaemia – or oxygen deprivation of the brain, and 
infection – following a near drowning. 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/deaths-of-leather-factory/1429996.html 
 
ENGLAND, LINCOLNSHIRE, STALLINGBOROUGH, OCTOBER 23 2014.  TOXIC GAS EXPLOSION: WORKER TELLS OF 
'HORROR' SCENE AT CRISTAL GLOBAL SITE, STALLINGBOROUGH 

Paul Doyley. 

A chemical plant worker has told of the "horror" that met him when he went to the 
aid of a colleague caught up in a toxic gas explosion. He was speaking at an 
inquest into the death of Paul Doyley, from Immingham, who died after a blast 
caused by leaking titanium tetrachloride fumes at Stallingborough's Cristal Global 
site, formerly known as Millennium Chemicals on March 5, 2010. The hearing – 
expected to last four days – got underway at Cleethorpes Coroner's Court 
yesterday, where process operator Stephen Russell described how he ran to the 
control room upon hearing the explosion and immediately donned breathing 
apparatus to head out to find Mr Doyley, whose overalls were round his ankles in 
a desperate attempt to avoid being burnt. Mr Doyley, who was aged 48 at the 

time, received treatment for chemical burns and inhalation of toxic fumes at a specialist burns unit at Wakefield's Pinderfields 
Hospital following the explosion, but later died on March 18. Mr Russell said: "When I got there with my colleague I could see 
Paul, but we didn't exchange words – we just looked at each other. "He had no suit on, just overalls which were down by his 
boots. In a typical clumsy move I fell over as I got to him. "I reassured him he was okay and would be coming with us. I put my 
arms around him but I struggled as his overalls were stuck in the hot material on the floor, which was up to our boots. "We took 
him out of the immediate danger area onto some concrete, where we laid him down and attempted to take his overalls off, 
which was pretty difficult." Mr Russell added that what he saw as he arrived on the scene was "a horror". He was also taken to 
hospital himself for treatment to burns to his knee, after being spotted alone coughing and vomiting after inhaling fumes. Dr 
MacDonald, consultant pathologist at Pinderfields Hospital, said Mr Doyley was wrapped in several bandages consistent with 
burns following an external examination. He also added how both lungs had become inflamed and the cause of death, in his 
opinion, was acute respiratory distress syndrome due to chemical burns. The first witness to give evidence was Health and 
Safety Executive investigator Brian Fotheringham. He said: "A vessel ruptured violently and its contents were released, 
forming a toxic vapour cloud. "Mr Doyley was exposed to this vapour cloud after the D650 vessel had failed. The unit ruptured 
because it was subjected to forces it was not designed to withstand. Amounts of titanium tetrachloride which were not normal 
had got in to the vessel, which was responsible for the over-pressurisation." The inquest also heard how fire fighters used a 
blanket of foam to contain the spillage. Witness David Stubley told coroner Paul Kelly how a gas vapour cloud had formed and 
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was taken by the wind across the River Humber. He added: "It became apparent that there was a problem with one of the 
pumps. I contacted Paul by radio, and he reported back that there was a lot of fumes coming from the pump and that some of 
its contents was leaking out of the gland. "All of a sudden the control room shuddered and there was a muffled boom. It soon 
became clear that something quite serious had happened." 

Related Stories Cristal Inquest Latest: Vessel involved in the explosion that killed Cristal Global worker Paul Doyley had 

"had problems" for five years before the accident 
http://www.grimsbytelegraph.co.uk/Worker-s-death-toxic-gas-explosion-chemical-site/story-23334425-detail/story.html 
 
USA, WASHINGTON DC, OCTOBER 23 2014.  ENVIRONMENTAL WATCHDOG FINDS OIL, GAS COMPANIES USING 
CANCER-CAUSING CHEMICALS 

Oil and gas companies are exploiting federal loopholes to frack with cancer-
causing petroleum-based products, a report by the Environmental Integrity 
Project (EIP) said. 
Oil and gas companies are exploiting federal loopholes to frack with cancer-
causing petroleum-based products, a report by the Environmental Integrity 
Project (EIP) said. "Despite a federal ban on the use of diesel fuel in hydraulic 
fracturing without a permit, several oil and gas companies are exploiting a Safe 
Drinking Water Act loophole, pushed through by Halliburton to frack with 
petroleum-based products, containing even more dangerous toxic chemicals 
than diesel," a statement published on the watchdog's website Wednesday said. 

The group found that one of the primary ingredients in fluids, used in fracking, contains a highly toxic chemical called benzene, 
which is more toxic than diesel fuel and harmful to drinking water supplies and public health. According to the statement, 
permits are required for fracking with diesel fuel; however, companies can inject other petroleum products even more toxic 
than diesel without using a permit. "This double standard illustrates what happens when Congress manipulates environmental 
statutes for the benefit of polluters, instead of allowing EPA [US Environmental Protection Agency] to make public health 
decisions based on the best available science," EIP Executive Director and former Director of Civil Enforcement at EPA Eric 
Schaeffer said in the statement. Halliburton, the company that pushed for the 2005 loophole which exempts fracking from the 
requirements of the 1973 Safe Drinking Water Act is one of the largest fracking companies. The study recommends that 
Congress should revise and repeal the 2005 loophole by advising the US Environmental Protection Agency to require 
safeguards for the Safe Drinking Water Act from using chemicals that contain large amounts of benzene and other toxic 
chemicals. 
http://en.ria.ru/world/20141023/194466050/Environmental-Watchdog-Finds-Oil-Gas-Companies-Using-Cancer-Causing-
Chemicals.html 
 
NETHERLANDS, , KAMPEN, OCTOBER 23 2014.  HUGE FIRE CAUSES TOXIC CYANIDE GAS RELEASE; AREA 
EVACUATED 
janene van jaarsveldt 

 Watch the Video: Huge Fire cCreates Cyanide Gas Release >> Area Evacuated 

Photo’s [5] Huge Fire cCreates Cyanide Gas Release >> Area Evacuated 

Fire in the Haatlandhaven in Kampen . 
Toxic hydrogen cyanide gas was released in the fire in the Haatlandhaven in 
Kampen. The fire broke out a little after 09:00 am this morning at Regelink 
Schroothandel. According to Mayor Koelewijn, businesses in the immediate 
vicinity of the fire is being evacuated. Some schools have also been evacuated. 
A spokesman for the Safety Region says that no dangerous concentration has 
been measured. Mayor Koelwijn asks everyone to stay out of the smoke. The 

municipality of Kampen and firefighters have instructed everyone to keep windows and doors closed. It is also advised to close 
ventilation ducts. Traffic in the vicinity of the fire is also requested to keep windows and doors of the vehicle closed, and to turn 
off the air conditioning. The municipality of Kampen says that there were no casualties. A crisis team was formed, led by the 
mayor. The King’s commissioner and the National Crisis Center have also been warned. This was done because this is 
possibly a GRIP3 situation, which means that the whole municipality suffered from the fire. Hydrogen cyanide is released 
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through the burning of PVC and other types of plastic. Hydrogen cyanide can be life threatening if inhaled in large quantities, 
for example for more than an hour. The authorities are keeping residents updated on Twitter via the hashtag #brandkampen. 
The town of Kampen has also set up a public information line: (038) 339 27 18. 
http://www.nltimes.nl/2014/10/22/huge-fire-causes-toxic-cyanide-gas-release-area-evacuated/ 
 
USA, MO, ST. LOUIS, OCTOBER 23 2014.  FUEL INSPECTORS FIND BAD GAS AT ONE ST. LOUIS STATION 
shawndrea thomas 

 Watch the Video: Fuel Inspectors find bad Gas at one St. Louis Station 

Missouri State fuel inspectors say gas bought at the Alliance Petroleum store at 4251 Lindell on October 19th was no good. 
They got multiple complaints from customers about car problems after buying regular unleaded gas. Inspectors checked on 
October 21st and found multiple problems with the storage tanks. Inspectors say the gas was cloudy and had bad levels of 
water and alcohol that were not up to code. The store immediately shut the affected pumps down. Fox 2 asked mechanic Ron 
Kayser at Bob’s Transmission and Automotive about the impact when your tank gets out of whack. He says stalling is a big 
sign of trouble. “Repairs can be as little as draining the fuel out of the tank and replacing it with good fuel. Costs can be $100 
bucks to $1,000 dollars it depends on how bad it is. Bad gas can damage a fuel pump, fuel injector`s and an entire fuel 
system.” said Kayser. FOX 2 also spoke to Alliance Petroleum managers who say they’re trying to figure out how the water got 
into the tanks. They’re covering car repairs for affected customers. Customers can call Alliance Petroleum at 314-652-1113 to 
report problems if you bought gas on October 19th. 
http://fox2now.com/2014/10/22/fuel-inspectors-find-bad-gas-at-one-st-louis-station/ 
 
USA, N.Y, NEW YORK, OCTOBER 23 2014.  GETTY PETROLEUM AGREES TO PAY $16M TO CLEAN NEWTOWN 
CREEK 
stephen rex brown 

Gasoline, fuel oil and other chemicals from Getty Petroleum spilled into 
Newtown Creek, forcing authorities to declare it a federal Superfund site in 
2010. 
The company, which filed for bankruptcy in 2011, will contribute to 
Environmental Protection Agency's $500 million cleanup operation of the 
waterway between Brooklyn and Queens. 
One of the corporations responsible for the filth in Newtown Creek agreed 
Tuesday to pay $16 million for its cleanup. Getty Petroleum distributed 
gasoline, fuel oil and other chemicals — some of which spilled into the rank 
waterway separating Brooklyn and Queens, Manhattan U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara said in an announcement. The company filed for bankruptcy in 2011. 
The creek was declared a federal Superfund site in 2010 — a designation that 

compels companies responsible for polluting the site to pay to clean it up. The Environmental Protection Agency is currently 
taking samples from the creek in preparation for its $500 million cleanup that will take around a decade. 
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/getty-agrees-pay-16m-clean-newtown-creek-article-1.1982940 
 
SOUTH AFRICA, EAST RAND, OCTOBER 24 2014.  FIRE ERUPTS AS MOTORIST DRIVES OFF WITH PETROL PUMP IN 
TANK  

 Watch the Video: Fire Erupts as Motorist Drives Off with Petrol Pump in Tank 

An investigation is underway to determine the cost of damage after a fire erupted at an Engen filling station in Springs on the 
East Rand. The fire had erupted after a motorist, driving a white Toyota Hilux double-cab, pulled away while the petrol pump 
was still attached to his vehicle, Beeld reported. In footage on Facebook, the vehicle is seen driving away followed by the 
petrol dispenser toppling over at around 7am on Tuesday morning. Flames were generated as the dispenser, which spilled 
petrol, is seen being pulled by the vehicle. Three employees were said to have extinguished the fire immediately after it 
erupted. The motorist had reportedly paid for the petrol, but apparently did not realise that the pipe was still in his tank when 
he left. When he realised what had happened, he stopped and exited his vehicle. An incident like this one would not lead to an 
explosion, according to the report, as a safety valve under the pump closes when the pump is pulled. In a separate incident, 
two men were injured, one critically, during an explosion at a petrol station in Newcastle, KwaZulu-Natal earlier this year. The 
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incident occurred when one petrol tank apparently exploded while the men were working on it, the SA Press Association 
reported. The cause of the incident remained unknown. 
http://citizen.co.za/262803/fire-erupts-motorist-drives-petrol-pipe-tank-video/ 
 
USA, CT, NEW HAVEN, OCTOBER 24 2014.  OSHA CITES WALGREENS AFTER NEW HAVEN CHEMICAL SPILL; 
PROPOSES $77,000 IN FINES 

New Haven firefighters in hazmat gear remove materials after a spill at the 
Walgreens on York Street in New Haven in July. 
The Walgreens pharmacy on York Street has been cited for three violations by 
the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration after the store was 
inspected twice following a July chemical spill that sent four employees to the 
hospital. The chemical spill occurred July 9 in the pharmacy area at the 88 York 
St. store and involved technicians working there, city officials said at the time. 
OSHA has proposed fines totaling $77,220 as a result of the two repeat 
violations and one serious violation found during the inspections, which took 
place in July and August. Walgreens by Oct. 30 must pay the fines and agree to 
abate the violations, schedule an informal conference about the violations or 

contest the violations. “The safety of our employees and customers is our top priority and we continually work to ensure the 
store meets all safety requirements,” Walgreens said in a statement. OSHA spokesman Andrew Bowser said in an email that 
Walgreens was cited for “two repeat violations for not assessing the workplace for hazards and determining the necessary 
personal protective equipment; for not implementing and maintaining a written hazard communication program; for not having 
safety data sheets, including operating procedures covering groups of hazardous chemicals; and for not providing employees 
with effective training on hazardous chemicals used at the worksite.” Walgreens was cited for similar violations of OSHA 
standards in 2010 in Florida, Bowser said. “A repeat violation exists when an employer has been cited previously for the same 
or a similar violation of a standard, regulation, rule or order at any of its facilities in federal enforcement states within the last 
five years,” Bowser said. Walgreens also was cited for a serious violation “for failing to have an emergency action plan and for 
failing to properly train employees.” Walgreens, according to the OSHA report, did not include procedures in an emergency 
action plan for employees required to stay inside the store to assist other employees and customers. It also didn’t include 
steps and procedures to account for all employees after an evacuation and did not include the name or job title of every 
employee in the store who might be contacted by employees trying to find more information about the plan or an explanation 
of their duties, the report alleges. In July, New Haven Fire Chief Allyn Wright said the four employees became light-headed 
and experienced dizziness, nausea and vomiting after the spill inside the store. He said employees brought the chemicals 
outside. No customers were harmed, Wright said. Three employees were treated for inhalation exposure and one for skin 
exposure at Yale-New Haven Hospital. They were treated and released from the hospital the day of the spill. Three 
substances were mixed in the spill: phenol, eucalyptus and liquid aspirin. According to the OSHA report, the employees were 
not provided with safety data sheets for chemicals, including phenol and eucalyptus, in the pharmacy area, and those 
employees were not properly trained in how to safely handle those chemicals. The employees came in contact with the 
chemicals, bagged them and removed the bag from the store. The bag remained in the rear of the building until firefighters in 
hazardous materials suits removed it. An employee also cut out part of the carpet where the chemicals spilled. Wright said at 
the time that the employees should have left the spill alone and called for help. The Walgreens employees made the decision 
to evacuate the store. A team of firefighters, some in hazardous materials suits, ventilated the building and removed the 
remaining chemicals. The firefighters were hosed off outside the pharmacy. 
http://www.nhregister.com/general-news/20141023/osha-cites-walgreens-after-new-haven-chemical-spill-proposes-77000-in-
fines 
 
USA, LA, CENTERVILLE, OCTOBER 24 2014.  OVERTURNED TANKER IN CENTERVILLE 

A St. Mary Parish highway is down to one lane after a tanker trunk overturned. Today, at 10:56 a.m., St. Mary Parish deputies 
received a call in reference to a two vehicle incident involving a truck carrying crude oil on LA 317 in Centerville. The vehicles 
did not collide, however the tanker did overturn. The road is down to one lane, but traffic is being allowed to pass in both 
directions. No one was injured and there is no leakage from the truck at this time. According to SMPSO Spokesperson Traci 

http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/DangerousGoods
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/DangerousGoods/?yguid=124837298
http://www.joiff.com/
http://www.spillcontrol.org/
http://www.tanknology.com.au/
http://www.upp.co.uk/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://citizen.co.za/187325/two-injured-newcastle-explosion/
http://citizen.co.za/262803/fire-erupts-motorist-drives-petrol-pipe-tank-video/
http://www.nhregister.com/general-news/20141023/osha-cites-walgreens-after-new-haven-chemical-spill-proposes-77000-in-fines
http://www.nhregister.com/general-news/20141023/osha-cites-walgreens-after-new-haven-chemical-spill-proposes-77000-in-fines


 Dangerous Goods - Hazardous Materials Group & Network 

Release 2014 – 1,110 Newsy Stuff 
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/DangerousGoods 

November 7 2014 
Alliance Partner                 An Industry Partner of  
     JOIFF                    ISCO 
www.joiff.com   Every effort has been undertaken to ensure information accuracy however it is not intended to be      www.spillcontrol.org 

   comprehensive nor to render advice, referred URL’s are current at time of the edition release. 

 

 
 This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-Share-Alike 3.0 Un-ported License. 

The DG-Hazmat Group is proudly supported by: 

          
 

www.tanknology.com.au        www.upp.co.uk 

P
a

g
9
 

Landry, the situation is being turned over to State Police. Hazmat is en route as both a safety precaution and to evaluate the 
scene. 
http://www.katc.com/news/overturned-tanker-in-centerville/ 
 
USA, CA, LONG BEACH, OCTOBER 24 2014.  LEAK FROM REFUELING BARGE IN LONG BEACH CONTAINED 

Authorities say they have contained the danger created by a leak from a listing refueling barge at the dock used by the 
Catalina Express in Long Beach. The barge began taking on water at about 11 p.m. Wednesday, Long Beach Fire Department 
spokesman Jake Heflin said. The barge is used as a secondary fuel dispenser for the ferry, with a line connected to a 20,000-
gallon tank. Heflin said he believed the line was shut down before any significant amount of fuel escaped. “We don’t anticipate 
any problems that would cause harm to the environment or harm to the port,” Heflin said. The barge leak is under 
investigation, he said.  

Related Stories Fire Crews Work to Save Sinking Fueling Barge in Long Beach Harbor 

http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2014/10/23/leak-from-refueling-barge-in-long-beach-contained/ 
 
USA, CO, OURAY CO, OCTOBER 14 2014.  OURAY COUNTY: STAR MINE FINED $1 MILLION FOR DEATHS 

sheridan block 

 management failed to safely and properly dispose of deteriorated explosives 

 Instead of disposing of material as instructed by the manufacturer, using well-trained and experienced operators 
allowed damaged and deteriorating explosives to be detonated in a non ventilated area of the mine 

 no post-blast examination conducted. 
The Mine Safety and Health Administration dealt former mine operator Star Mine Operations LLC over $1 million in fines as a 
result of last year's tragic accident that claimed the lives of two miners. On Tuesday, MSHA released a full report on the 
investigation. According to the 60-page report, management failed to safely and properly dispose of deteriorated explosives. 
Instead of disposing of material as instructed by the manufacturer, using well-trained and experienced individuals, the 
operators allowed damaged and deteriorating explosives to be detonated in an area of the mine that was not ventilated, with 
no post-blast examination conducted. The explosives should have been destroyed outside the mine, MSHA said. Additionally, 
the operator failed to ensure that the area where the blasting occurred was ventilated, despite a ventilation map filed with 
MSHA that noted adequate ventilation. Star Mine provided a map showing the direction of air flows, states the report, “knowing 
that the ventilation shown on the map was not physically possible,” which was a submission of “false information to MSHA.” 
The lack of ventilation allowed carbon monoxide, a toxic gas, to accumulate after the blast. Following the blast, management 
did not barricade the area or take action when miners working in the drift reported "bad air" to their supervisors. As a result of 
the operator and management's failure to comply with safety regulations, miners Nick Cappanno, 33, of Montrose and Rick 
Williams, 59, of Durango were overcome by fatal levels of carbon monoxide. Twenty other miners were exposed to the 
poisonous gas, seven of whom were hospitalized for follow-up treatments. 
http://www.ouraynews.com/articles/2014/10/22/ouray-county-star-mine-fined-1-million-deaths 
 
BAHAMAS, MARATHON, OCTOBER 24 2014.  RESIDENTS CONCERNED FOR 20 YEARS OVER FUEL SPILLS 
ava turnquest 
Concernes over fuel spills from the service station at Robinson Road and Old Trail Road intersection remain unanswered after 
more than 20 years, according to area residents. Marathon residents told The Tribune that they routinely experienced the 
presence of fumes in their water supply from an incident that occurred in the early 1990s; however, it is still not clear whether 
any clean-up was conducted at that time. Reports of historic fuel releases at the site come as The Tribune continues its 
investigation into the reported 30,000-gallon underground gasoline leak at the service station in late 2012. An historic release 
was referenced in documents from the Ministry of Environment and Housing, which referred to isolated groundwater 
contamination at the southeast corner of the now-Rubis Bahamas property.  According to a letter dated August 22 this year, 
the ministry requested that the contamination “be completely defined and measures implemented to reduce groundwater 
concentrations to FDEP (Florida Department of Environmental Protection) groundwater target clean-up levels”. Resident Lillian 
Russell, an associate at Baycourt Chambers, said she noticed overpowering fumes coming from the pipes in her home in 
1993. “I had just given birth to my daughter,” she said, “and I was in the shower and the fumes were so strong coming out from 
the pipes. There was no clean-up done back then.” Ms Russell said: “Twenty years ago no one offered that [replacement 
water tank] to me. With this recent incident, I had to go into Rubis myself, and they did finally produce some of the results. 
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Now the interesting thing is the results of my well are showing very small concentrations of the various products under the 
level of being an issue for humans, but I have results from 20 years ago.” She said: “Back then everyone was aware of what 
was going on, but no one bothered to concern themselves with the residents.” Ms Russell’s home sits opposite the fuel station 
on Old Trail Road. Her mother died of cancer in July last year. “She (her mother) had breast cancer, and in the end it spread 
throughout. She was diagnosed six years ago. Just about every household has been touched by cancer, but cancer is tricky 
you know,” she said. Ms Russell’s mother is the second confirmed cancer death in the area last year. The Tribune is 
investigating at least six more deaths. The first death was reported by another nearby resident, Kendrick Evans, who had test 
wells drilled inside his home, one in his dining room and another in his mother’s bedroom. Mr Evans said his mother died of 
cancer last year. More than seven months have passed since a comprehensive statement was promised by the government 
on the underground gas leak from the service station. Residents claim they have received no information from the government 
about remediation plans for the area, or the results of initial tests conducted to determine their level of exposure. According to 
documents obtained by The Tribune, the Ministry of Environment and Housing requested that Rubis Bahamas conduct a 
public health assessment of the neighbouring area, and biannual health assessments of those individuals determined to be 
directly affected by the fuel release. However, residents with test wells drilled on their property confirmed that no health 
assessments have been conducted to date. 
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2014/oct/22/residents-concerned-20-years-over-fuel-spills/ 
 
USA, TX, WHITEHOUSE, OCTOBER 24 2014.  DIESEL FUEL DUMPED INTO GAS STATION'S SUPREME TANK 
CAUSES CAR TROUBLES FOR EAST TEXANS 
summer dashe 
You fill up your car, and then your car starts sputtering. That's what happened to a handful of customers after getting gas at an 
East Texas gas station over the weekend. The supreme unleaded tank had accidentally been filled with diesel fuel. When 
customers of the Speedy Pantry in Whitehouse began complaining of car trouble Sunday morning, owner Steve Osman knew 
something was up with what had gone down. “The truck driver had a full load of gas, and he dumped the diesel, 2,000 gallons, 
into the supreme, instead of the diesel tank,” Osman said. The truck driver admitted he made a mistake when filling the tanks 
overnight. “Immediately they came there and cleaned up all the supreme, and they brought me fresh supreme and dumped the 
supreme in there. It was all taken care of by 2:30-3 that afternoon," he said. But the damage was already done for five cars. 
Gordon Darden, a technician at Classic Toyota, had just finished repairing one of them. “We emptied out the fuel system, 
cleaned out the fuel lines, and she was up and going and out of the dealership,” Darden explained. It's something he said he 
sees several times a year between the wrong fuel or contaminated gas. “It just makes the car run real rough. You know, if 
there's a bunch of diesel and you fill the whole tank up with diesel, then you're going to experience a situation where the 
vehicle might not even start,” Darden said. In March, KLTV 7 told you about a gas station in Tyler that had water in the fuel 
after an ice storm. One man's car was totaled! So, is there anything you can do to prevent filling your car up with trouble? “No, 
not at all,” Darden said. “It's what you get in the tank, is what you put in the car.” Repairs for that diesel mishap can cost up to 
a $1,000 per car. We are told that the oil company will be taking care of the bills. “It was a genuine mistake by the driver, you 
know, it's nothing to do with me personally,” Osman explained. “Any of my tanks or my equipment was not bad.” KLTV 7 spoke 
with the Texas Department of Agriculture, which is the organization that regulates fuel. They said the Speedy Pantry has never 
had a fuel complaint in its history. They also said if you ever have a fuel issue of any sort, they are the ones to contact. 
http://www.kltv.com/story/26877576/diesel-fuel-dumped-into-gas-stations-supreme-tank-causes-car-troubles-for-east-texans 
 
AZERBAIJAN, OCTOBER 24 2014.  3 DIE IN AZERI PLATFORM INCIDENT 

Three workers were killed and one is still missing after a fire broke out on a Socar-
run platform, in the Caspian Sea, offshore Azerbaijan, according to Reuters. 
Azerbaijan’s oil company SOCAR has informed that structures collapsed at the 
offshore platform #441 of the company’s Narimanov oil and gas production 
department (OGPD) during the repair works. A wagon-house fell into the sea, 
damaging and causing a fire on a 700 mm pipeline on October 23. The accident 
happened at about 12:00 (local time) and was extinguished some 45 minutes 
later. About 41 people were working at the site when the structures collapsed, 
SOCAR said adding: “As a result of operative measures taken by a rescue team 
immediately after the accident, 37 people were evacuated from the incident site to 
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the beach on Orion-15 and PSK-52 vessels. The injured workers were treated by doctors,” the company said in a statement on 
its website. “The dead bodies of three workers, missing after an accident at the faulty platform, have been found,” Reuters has 
quoted SOCAR as saying. “The search for another missing worker is under way.” 

Related Stories Trend News Agency: October 23, 2014 Azeri news agency Trend has reported that according to the 

Emergency Situations Ministry, the bodies were found by divers at the seabed and were taken to shore. 
http://www.offshoreenergytoday.com/three-die-in-azeri-platform-incident/ 
 
ENGLAND, GREENWICK, OCTOBER 25 2014.  GREENWICH PETROL PUMP ARSONIST CAUGHT ON CCTV 

 Watch the Video: Petrol Pump Arsonist Caught on CCTV 

The arsonist places an item - possibly a piece of cloth or paper - in the pump 
before setting it alight  
Police said it was an "incredibly dangerous and reckless thing to do" CCTV 
footage showing the moment a man started a fire at a petrol station has been 
released by police. The arsonist is seen walking up to a pump before squirting 
some petrol on the floor, on 30 September. He then places an item - possibly a 
piece of cloth or paper - in the pump before setting it alight. A member of the 
public is then seen using a fire extinguisher to put out the blaze a the BP garage 
in Greenwich, south-east London. After starting the fire the man runs off. Det 
Cons Karl Buckwell said: "This was an incredibly dangerous and reckless thing to 

do - there were cars and people filling up in the petrol station.  "The petrol station is surrounded by flats and is located on a 
very busy road. "We believe that the person seen setting the fire in the footage would have been caught in it and may have 
burnt his eyebrows as well as his hair." 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-29753081 
 
USA, ILL, SOUTH ROXANA, OCTOBER 24 2014.  TWO INJURED IN FLASH FIRE AT BIODIESEL PRODUCER 

South Roxana Fire Chief Todd Werner, lower right, supervises Thursday as 
firefighters rise above one of the storage tanks at Midwest Biodiesel Products, LLC on 
Illinois Route 111 in South Roxana after a small explosion occurred, injuring two 
workers who were apparently making welding repairs to the tank. Radio reports 
described one of the injured as having “multiple lacerations” from the blast. Ethanol 
residual in the top of the tank reportedly caught fire and flashed on the workers. 
Firefighters from South Roxana, Hartford, Roxana and Wood River were called to the 
scene.  
Two workers were injured in a flash fire atop a tank at Midwest Biodiesel Products 
LLC in South Roxana Thursday. The South Roxana Fire Department received a call 
for a tank on fire at approximately 11:40 a.m., according to South Roxana Fire Chief 
Todd Werner. South Roxana, Roxana and Hartford fire departments responded to the 
biodiesel company, located 7350 Illinois Route 111 in South Roxana. The workers 

were doing some welding repairs on top of one of the roughly 50-foot-high tanks when some ethanol inside the tank caught 
fire, Werner said. “They had some workers up on top of the tank doing some repairs to the top and to the insulation on the top 
of the tank,” Werner said. “The tank is primarily filled with water, with just a little bit of ethanol residual on the very top. It 
caught fire fire, flashed on them.” Steve Ory, who owns Interstate Petroleum next door to Midwest Biodiesel, said he heard 
and felt the boom from inside his warehouse. “All of a sudden inside our warehouse we heard a loud explosion. It actually 
shook the warehouse,” Ory said. “I was pulling by right as it happened, and (there were) flames coming out of the top of the 
tank.” Ory said one of his employees called 911 and he watched as some of the workers tried to fight the fire atop the tank. 
“They went back up there, believe it or not, with a little bitty fire extinguisher,” Ory said. “It looked like most of the fi re must 
have been on the outside of the tank, I’m not sure. But something blew, because you could feel it inside the warehouse.” A 
ladder truck from the Wood River Fire Department was called to the scene to provide an aerial view of the tank to ensure the 
fire was out. Two ambulances were also dispatched to the scene to transport injured workers to the hospital. A dispatcher 
described one worker as having suffered multiple lacerations. Werner said he didn’t believe either injury to be life-threatening, 
but no more information was provided regarding their conditions. An official with Midwest Biodiesel Products declined to offer 
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any comment on the incident or the workers involved. The South Roxana Fire Department was called out to a flash fire in April 
of last year as well. No workers were injured in that incident, but Ory said his neighbor’s proneness for fires has him worried 
for his and his business’s safety. “Hell yes it does,” Ory said. “They make diesel fuel, biodiesel. I don’t know what’s in those 
tanks.” Despite having responded to the business previously, Werner said he’s seen no signs of carelessness or recklessness 
at the biodiesel producer. “They get audited regularly, they get inspected regularly. They’re a pretty by-the-book company,” 
Werner said. 
http://www.thetelegraph.com/news/home_top-news/50549718/Two-injured-in-flash-fire-at-biodiesel-producer 
 
USA, WYO, CASPER, OCTOBER 25 2014.  STATE QUESTIONS CLEANUP METHODS AT SECOND MISSILE SITE 

Drainage path from rocket exhaust is the access point of contamination from the 
missiles at a retired site. Soft soil and unknown effects of chemicals created a large 
area of contamination that has effected Cheyenne water wells. 
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality officials said pollution concentrations 
have increased at a second retired Atlas missile site, on Camp Stool Road 20 miles 
east of Cheyenne. DEQ officials are concerned with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ plan to mitigate pollution from residual missile cleaning chemicals at Atlas 
missile Site 3. Concentrations of trichloroethylene, or TCE, have reached 31,000 
parts per billion in the 1.5-mile-long plume of chemical contamination, more than five 
times higher than those found at missile Site 4. Jane Francis, geological supervisor at 
Wyoming DEQ, said the sites are geologically complex and could be difficult to clean 

up. The contaminated plume is threatening residential water wells less than one mile from the area. “These sites are the most 
complex groundwater-contaminant sites in the country,” she said. “They are very hard to clean up because they are so long 
and the plumes are diffuse. The contamination has really spread out.” Mitigation plans for the site are in the final planning 
stages and have not been released to the public. But DEQ officials say they are concerned with several points in the plan. In 
an August letter to the corps, Mark Thiesse, groundwater section manager at the Wyoming DEQ water quality division, said 
the corps has not accounted for the complexity of the Ogallala Aquifer in the area. “Based on the work performed to date, it 
does not seem that a clear understanding of the groundwater flow conditions has been achieved,” he wrote. “We believe 
additional site characterization is needed to understand and describe the distribution of groundwater contamination.” The letter 
described the corps’ final goal as a 60 percent reduction in contaminant levels at the site. Wyoming DEQ said that a 60 
percent reduction is not acceptable and that standard mitigation levels should be achieved. DEQ officials also questioned the 
more than 410 years the proposed remedy would take to achieve standard mitigation levels for the contaminant. Jeffrey Skog, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers project manager, said speeding that process would require a significant increase in the budget 
of the project. The corps and Wyoming DEQ are currently working to mitigate a 12-mile plume of contaminated ground water 
leaking from Atlas missile Site 4. Although the plume at that site is larger, TCE concentrations are much lower, testing at about 
6,000 parts per billion. DEQ officials say the corps needs to target the source of pollution at each of the retired missile sites. 
“It’s going to be very hard to clean it up to where it was, but you can certainly knock down the source area and contain this 
contamination at the site,” Francis said. Skog said the current proposed plan is in the final drafting stages and will not be 
available to the public until after a Nov. 6 meeting of the two agencies. 
http://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/wyoming/state-questions-cleanup-methods-at-second-missile-
site/article_7c9baf1a-8be3-505c-8621-f31e4e45fa6c.html 
 
NORTHERN IRELAND, COUNTY ARMAGH, JONESBOROUGH, OCTOBER 25 2014.  HMRC RAIDS FUEL LAUNDERING 
PLANT EVADING £12M IN TAX  

HMRC raids fuel laundering plant evading £12m in tax 24 October, 2014 By John Wood A diesel laundering plant capable of 
producing 19 million litres of illicit fuel a year, evading around £12m in tax, has been dismantled by HM Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC). Two men from Northern Ireland, one from Jonesborough and one from Dundalk, were arrested in connection with the 
find. Officers from HMRC and the Police Service of Northern Ireland searched an industrial unit in the Jonesborough area on 
Tuesday night (21 October), and found nearly 24 tonnes of toxic waste and around 42,000 litres of green diesel. A search of a 
derelict farm building nearby revealed a huckster site – an illegal filling station – where cash and 2,500 litres of suspected illicit 
fuel were seized. Pumps, equipment and two vehicles were removed during the operation. Both men were interviewed by 
HMRC and have been released on bail pending further enquiries. Mike Parkinson, assistant director, criminal investigation, 
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HMRC, said: “Every illegal laundering operation typically generates tonnes of toxic waste, involving significant safety and 
environmental issues. As taxpayers and local ratepayers, not only are we missing out on the stolen tax that ends up the 
pockets of the criminals, we are also paying the substantial clean-up and disposal costs. “It is wrong that honest businesses 
should be undercut by criminals and those involved in making or selling laundered fuel. Buying illicit fuel not only funds crime, 
it supports and encourages these dangerous activities within our communities. 
http://www.forecourttrader.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/9021/HMRC_raids_fuel_laundering_plant_evading__A312m_in_tax.ht
ml?utm_source=newsletter_weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BWeekly%2BIssue%2B430 
 
USA, W.VA, MARSHALL CO, OCTOBER 25 2014.  ‘NEAR-CATASTROPHIC’ BLOWOUT LEAVES CHEM FIRM WARY 

As the Tomblin administration considers a plan to allow natural gas drilling under 
the Ohio River, a major chemical maker in Marshall County has been fighting a 
proposal for hydraulic fracturing near its plant, citing a “near-catastrophic” gas-
well incident last year that might be linked to geologic conditions beneath the 
river. Atlanta-based Axiall Corp. has been waging a legal battle to stop Gastar 
Exploration from fracking natural gas wells that Gastar had drilled on Axiall 
property under leases Gastar obtained from PPG Industries, the former owner of 
Axiall’s chlorine and caustic soda plant at Natrium, located along the Ohio near 
the Marshall-Wetzel county line. Axiall says it is concerned about a repeat of an 

August-September 2013 incident it blames on high-pressure fracking fluids being used by another company, Triad Hunter, to 
release natural gas from the Marcellus Shale at a well site on the other side of the river. In court documents, Axiall lawyers say 
increased underground pressure from the fracking at Triad Hunter traveled under the river and somehow made contact with 
brine wells Axiall uses to obtain saltwater, one of the key materials used in its manufacturing process. Axiall says those 
pressures led to a blowout in which one of its brine wells at its plant “began spewing flammable natural gas.” No injuries were 
reported, but parts of Axiall’s brine production were closed for more than six months for repairs and the company had to set up 
several large flares to burn off excess natural gas. Axiall was “fortunate to have been able to limit the environmental impact of 
the Triad Hunter incident and avoid bodily injury or loss of life due to a natural gas explosion or other disaster,” the company 
says in court records. In a lawsuit filed in Pennsylvania, Axiall lawyers asked that Gastar be forced to conduct far more 
extensive underground investigations to determine if its gas operations pose a threat of a similar incident, and that it be 
required to submit more detailed plans for avoiding any damage to the Axiall facility. “Gastar’s plan to blindly stimulate these 
wells by injecting fluid at extremely high pressure in order to ‘rubble-ize’ the Marcellus Shale is careless, dangerous, 
shortsighted and in breach of the lease agreement that permits Gastar to explore for and extract oil and gas in that area,” 
lawyers for Axiall subsidiary Eagle Natrium LLC argued in court filings. Axiall lawyers said the company “supports the 
responsible development of natural gas” but that “extra care must be taken” when operating in the vicinity of its saltwater wells, 
which “are essential to the continued operation of a billion-dollar chemical plant that employs 500 people.” Lawyers for Gastar 
responded that the company had “carefully studied and planned its drilling and fracturing operations in the Marcellus Shale” 
and that “potential” or “possible” risks were not enough to warrant the “sweeping, mandatory injunction” that Axiall sought. On 
Tuesday, Allegheny County Judge Christine Ward issued a two-page order that denied Axiall’s motion for a preliminary 
injunction to stop Houston-based Gastar from fracking wells at the Natrium site. The order said a more detailed court opinion 
would be filed later. Mike McCown, chief operating officer for Gastar, said his company is pleased with the decision “as we 
have continually believed the allegations were without merit.” Axiall officials would not comment on the decision or on whether 
the company plans to appeal. The legal battle between Axiall and Gastar comes amid continued citizen concerns about the 
effects on the environment and on small, rural communities of the Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling and production boom in 
Northern West Virginia. In recent weeks, critics of the boom have focused their attention on Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin’s proposal 
to lease rights for private companies to drill and produce natural gas from state-owned reserves under portions of the Ohio 
River. One of three areas targeted by the administration for potential lease runs along Marshall County, about two miles 
upriver from the Axiall facility. A second of the areas targeted for potential leasing is just south of the plant and includes about 
a half-mile of area that Axiall has identified as being within its “area of concern” about drilling, said Deputy Commerce 
Secretary Joshua Jarrell. Jarrell said another area of the river, located just alongside the plant, was initially being considered 
for lease but was withdrawn from consideration — at least for now — until the issues being raised by Axiall are resolved. 
Jarrell said officials from his agency met with the state Department of Environmental Protection and with Axiall to discuss the 
company’s concerns. “We certainly took them seriously, and under advisement,” Jarrell said Wednesday. “We certainly want 
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to see anything with regards to development done safely and reasonably.” Jarrell said any agreements the state makes for 
leasing under the river would require drilling companies to obtain permits from the DEP, and that the state would consider 
additional language that specifically requires the issues raised by Axiall to be resolved to the DEP’s satisfaction. “[The] DEP is 
the agency that is going to evaluate the safety of the process, and we would certainly defer any of those questions to them,” 
Jarrell said. James Martin, chief of the DEP’s Office of Oil and Gas, said Wednesday that Gastar had obtained three permits in 
the area of the Natrium plant before the blowout incident. Gastar also has other permit applications pending at the facility and 
was identified by the state as the high bidder on the river section Axiall is most concerned about, state officials said. Martin 
said his agency is looking at its options for adding some conditions to the three existing permits to require additional safety 
precautions by Gastar. “We’re looking at that, and we’re considering whether or not some measures need to be taken to 
minimize the likelihood of something like that happening,” he said. “At this point, our expectation is that there would be no 
operations take place until we get done what we need to do with the conditions or an order.” The Axiall plant’s operations date 
back to the 1940s, when the facility was opened to tap into a huge salt deposit located far beneath the surface. The plant uses 
salt mined from these subsurface deposits to produce chlorine, caustic soda and hydrogen, as well as hydrochloric acid and 
calcium hyperchloride. In February 2011, then-plant owner PPG issued a news release announcing that it had reached 
agreement with Gastar on a lease that would eventually involve more than 30 natural gas wells on the Natrium property. 
Gastar would hire additional employees for the work, and PPG estimated the deal would generate for it about $50 million over 
30 years, including an initial payment of $10 million. “When developed responsibly, Marcellus Shale resources represent a 
fantastic opportunity in our region to promote jobs and secure an abundant source of U.S.-based energy for our homes and 
our businesses,” Michael McGarry, PPG’s senior vice president, said in the release. “We are pleased to be working with 
Gastar Exploration on this exciting project and believe that this development continues to demonstrate PPG’s commitment to 
the long-term sustainability of our Natrium plant.” Axiall purchased the Natrium facility from PPG in January 2013, and plans 
for the natural gas drilling continued — until the blowout incident 
http://www.wvgazette.com/article/20141022/GZ01/141029671/1419 
 
AUSTRALIA, A.C.T, CANBERRA, OCTOBER 25 2014.  MONTARA MAPS PUSH CASE FOR MORE STUDY  

Maps that show oil from the Montara spill closer to Indonesia than official records state have spurred advocates to call for an 
independent study in neighbouring waters.  The Australian Maritime Safety Authority maps were released through Freedom of 
Information to the Australian Lawyers Alliance. They show the oil sheen was just 69km from Indonesian shores - closer than 
the 94km figure quoted by the company responsible, PTTEP Australasia, and in the Montara Commission of Inquiry report. 
Advocates say this strengthens the case for a thorough study of whether the catastrophe has damaged Indonesia. For 74 days 
in 2009, millions of litres of oil gushed from the Montara well head into the Timor Sea, the pollution spreading towards 
Indonesia. Fishermen who saw oil floating in their fishing grounds have since suffered massive financial losses, as well as 
health problems. But they have no proof these are linked to the spill because there has been no independent scientific study in 
Indonesian waters. AMSA says the maps were among the material given to the commission of inquiry. "These maps are not 
secret," a statement read. " ... while the figures quoted on these maps are accurate, these maps were produced as Power 
Point slides for briefing material and are not to scale." The ALA says the new maps would suggest that oil pollution got within 
37km of Indonesia, using the closest point, the southern coast of Rote. But AMSA says the maps cannot be used to 
extrapolate accurate distances. The ALA's Greg Phelps says the maps underscore the need to look closer at the effects of the 
spill on Indonesia. Communities that were impoverished before the spill are now disadvantaged further and desperate for 
Australia's help to find answers. "It's incumbent on the Australian government as well as the oil company to get together and 
make sure this independent study occurs," Mr Phelps said. "With such a wealth of data here, it should all be analysed in the 
context of a proper study." A spokesman for PTTEP said the company quoted 94km as the point where oil sheen was seen 
closest to Indonesia because it was the figure in the official 2010 report. "This is consistent with PTTEP's statements to date 
and supported by independent studies published by the Australian Department for the Environment which found 98.6 per cent 
of Montara oil stayed in Australian waters, the majority within 23km radius of the well head," he said. "Beyond this zone the 
weathered hydrocarbons were predominantly lighter waxy films and exposure was of short duration." Lawyers will discuss the 
newly revealed maps and the campaign for independent research in Indonesian waters at the ALA national conference this 
weekend. 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/secret-maps-shed-light-on-montara-spill/story-fn3dxix6-
1227100481587?nk=d990834c9a2db2c7a9a61c8ccb58a2bb 
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INDONESIA, JAKARTA, OCTOBER 25 2014.  FUEL SMUGGLERS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE DRAIN INDONESIA’S 
ECONOMY 

Officials pour subsidized diesel into jerry cans at a government fuel-
distribution center on Belitung Island, Indonesia. 
The issue is so entrenched in the country’s economy that it touches almost 
every aspect of life across the 17,000-island archipelago. 
Jakarta: It’s Tuesday morning, and about three dozen vehicles are waiting for 
the fuel truck to arrive at a service station on the island of Belitung, Indonesia. 
Soon, a steady stream of cars will buy all the subsidised diesel and many of 
the drivers will then siphon their ration into jerry cans to sell at a profit. The 
daily ritual is one step in a series of scams that range from car owners earning 
a few hundred dollars, to organised crime syndicates making millions out of 
Indonesia’s lopsided fuel distribution system. The pervasive fraud, which has 
embroiled people from all walks of life, from provincial officials to the armed 

forces, takes advantage of subsidies that cost the government more than $20 billion a year and lures hundreds of thousands 
of Indonesians into breaking the law. “With the discrepancy between the price of subsidised fuel and market value, smuggling, 
hoarding and deliberate scarcity are normal,” said Achmad Sukarsono, an associate fellow at the Habibie Center, a research 
institute in Jakarta. “It can be a lucrative business involving soldiers, policemen and violent incidents.” President-elect Joko 
Widodo is the latest leader of the country to promise to curtail the subsidies and their inherent corruption, a strategy that 
helped end the three-decade rule of dictator Suharto and has eluded four presidents since. The issue is so entrenched in the 
country’s economy that it touches almost every aspect of life across the 17,000-island archipelago, from fishermen selling their 
marine diesel to pay for cigarettes, to wealthy drivers in the capital, unable to fill their SUVs as gas stations run dry. Among the 
smallest operators in this nationwide scam is a tall man in a dark blue Daihatsu SUV at the filling station in Kelapa Kampit 
district in Belitung, who declines to give his name because what he is about to do is illegal. He’s waiting to fill up with his daily 
quota of 40 litres (10.6 gallons) of diesel at the subsidised rate of 5,500 rupiah (45 U.S. cents) a litre, less than half the market 
price. The fuel is then sold for 8,000 rupiah or more to businesses that aren’t eligible for the subsidy or need more than their 
quota. He said the car belonged to someone else, the boss, and his job was to line up and buy the diesel. Local government 
staff try to prevent people taking more than their ration, said Hajanudin, an official who monitors fuel distribution in another part 
of the island. Like many Indonesians, he only uses one name. “We take down their plate numbers so that we don’t see any 
cheating where one vehicle tries to line up again,” said the thickly bearded Hajanudin, 49, showing the entries in his book. 
“There’s no smuggling. Rumours that security officials allow some people to get more than their ration of diesel are wrong.” 
The tall man in the Daihatsu says he circumvents the quota by driving to another station to get 40 litres more. He then siphons 
the fuel out of the car’s tank and into 20-liter jerry cans. After he sells it, he splits the profit with the vehicle owner, who gets 60 
per cent. It’s easy money, he said, and he has a family to feed. Basuri Purnama, head of East Belitung Regency, says the 
racketeering and smuggling are so profitable that it draws people away from getting legal jobs. “Why work?” he said. Anyone 
can make 200,000 rupiah a day smuggling fuel. “Every day, just do that and then chill out in the coffee house.” The diesel 
mostly is bought by illegal tin miners on Belitung and the neighbouring island of Bangka, who use diesel- powered high-
pressure hoses to blast away tin ore in pits or to suck up the metal-rich sand from offshore deposits. Indonesia is the world’s 
largest exporter of tin and about 90 per cent of its production comes from these two islands. It’s prohibited to buy diesel from 
filling stations using jerry cans, said an illegal miner in Sungailiat, on Bangka, who works a deposit that was once mined by PT 
Timah, Indonesia’s biggest tin producer. The miner, who declined to give his name, said he buys fuel from the driver-
smugglers, known as pengerit, to run his diesel pump. Tin mining has been going on in the province since the 1800s — 
Belitung in English was known as Billiton and gave its name to the Dutch company that became part of the BHP Billiton group. 
The miners sell their ore to local smelters and the refined metal is shipped or smuggled abroad to Singapore and other 
countries. While the smelters are legal — they also refine metal from licensed mines — many buy fuel on a much larger scale 
than the rationed pengerit can supply. Instead, they get fuel from bigger operators that offload diesel directly from tanker ships. 
The diesel is pumped from the tankers into specially modified tugboats that can hold as much as 100 tons of fuel, said a 
smuggler in Pangkalpinang, near the main port on Bangka, who declined to give his name because his activities are illegal. 
He’d arrange a meeting with the tanker captain using satellite telephones, said the smuggler, who became involved in the 
illegal trade in 2006. The deal would begin with entertainment in port. The captain must be served first, given girls, drugs, 
clubbing — services that usually cost about 5 million rupiah a night in total, he said. Then the smuggler’s boat would 
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rendezvous with the tanker and fill its tanks, with the shipment paid for in cash. Sometimes there would be too much and the 
fuel overflows from the tanks in the tugboat, said the 33-year-old smuggler. He paid about 2,500 rupiah a litre, he said, less 
than half the current government subsidised rate. After expenses, he and his team earned about 2,000 rupiah a litre in profit — 
more than 60 million rupiah per cargo. How could they not afford to buy a house and car, he said, laughing. After the transfer, 
the smaller vessel would take the cargo ashore and rapidly pump it into waiting fuel trucks that would move it to private 
storage tanks or sell directly to the smelters, he said. The whole operation would take place with the knowledge of the 
authorities and the navy, he said. He’d pay about 2 million rupiah in an envelope to an intermediary. That would ensure the 
authorities closed their eyes and the unloading operation would be guarded by a naval police vessel, he said. As the profits 
rose, so did the number of smugglers. Previously, there was a small river with few crocodiles, he said. Now there is a small 
river full of crocodiles. Boat operators like him have also been squeezed out of the offshore transfer business by more 
powerful parties, he said. Now it is controlled by the navy, and operators like him can’t buy directly from the tankers, he said. 
Those who want to smuggle just get ready to receive the fuel on land. The navy’s price is about 7,000 rupiah per litre, he said. 
Police arrested four people on the island of Batam and one in Jakarta last month for alleged fuel smuggling involving a local 
government official and the armed forces, said Ronny Sompie, a spokesman for the national police force. “After we uncovered 
the case, there were linkages to officers” in the navy, Sompie said by phone. The ongoing investigation began after the 
government’s financial crimes unit alerted police to a civil servant having deposited 1.3 trillion rupiah-worth of Singapore 
dollars into a savings account, according to Agus Santoso, head deputy of the unit. Navy spokesman Manahan Simorangkir 
denied that naval officers were involved in smuggling. He said the Batam investigation involved a contractor working at the 
naval base in Dumai, on the island of Sumatra. “So far, there has been no involvement of officers, but the navy is monitoring 
and exploring” the case, Simorangkir said in a telephone interview. He said part of the problem is that Indonesia does not have 
a coast guard and so the tasks are split among 13 different institutions. “They are not yet well coordinated,” he said. “There will 
be an effort from the government to form one multi-role agency, similar to a coast guard.” Fuel-price controls have been a 
bugbear of Indonesia’s economy for decades, fostered by the country’s status as one of the world’s oldest oil producers. The 
nation’s first successful well, sunk by a Dutch plantation owner, began pumping in 1885. By 1962, Indonesia was a major oil 
supplier and a member of the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries. President Suharto sought to stamp out 
subsidies after seizing power in the late 1960s, but the global oil shock in the 70s created a widening gap between 
government-set rates and soaring international prices. Amid the Asian financial crisis in 1998, and under pressure from the 
International Monetary Fund, Suharto raised fuel prices by more than 70 per cent. For Indonesians suffering from inflation and 
food shortages, it was the final straw. Mass protests broke out in the capital and within three weeks Suharto resigned. Efforts 
by three subsequent leaders to raise fuel prices were also greeted by public protests or strikes, forcing many of the plans to be 
diluted or rolled back. As world oil prices rose 10-fold since 1998 and more Indonesians became able to afford cars and 
motorbikes, the nation became a net fuel importer and the subsidy bill climbed. “It’s the Achilles heel of the economy,” said 
Tim Condon, Singapore-based head of Asia research at ING Groep. “The best thing the incoming president could do would be 
to eliminate fuel subsidies. That’s going to take political leadership that’s eluded presidents for seemingly forever.” Widodo, 
who is known as Jokowi, urged outgoing President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono to raise fuel prices before the transfer of 
power on Oct. 20. Yudhoyono has so far refused. The 2015 budget lifts subsidies for fuel to 276 trillion rupiah ($23 billion), or 
13.5 per cent of government spending. Jokowi plans to gradually reduce fuel subsidies within three years, he said in a 
Bloomberg TV interview, a faster target than previously announced. “Our subsidies for oil, for fuel are very large,” Jokowi said 
in the Bloomberg TV interview last month. “They must be diverted to productive enterprises,” he said, referring to small village 
businesses, irrigation and fertiliser for farmers. Jokowi has said he will raise fuel prices once in power, though the timing and 
size of the increase have yet to be decided. He may face resistance from parties loyal to defeated presidential candidate 
Prabowo Subianto, which control more than half of the parliament. To narrow the nation’s near-record current-account gap, 
Jokowi would have to raise fuel prices at least 40 per cent, PT Bank Central Asia said last month. Failure to scale back the 
subsidies and invest some of the savings in infrastructure would risk dragging economic growth below 5 per cent within five 
years, said Vice Finance Minister Bambang Brodjonegoro in an interview in his Jakarta office. He suggested a transition period 
with a fixed subsidy of about 3,000 rupiah per litre, and a cap of 46 million kilolitres on the total volume of subsidised fuel. That 
would cost the government about 143 trillion rupiah, compared with this year’s estimated bill of 246.5 trillion rupiah, he said. 
“Not every president would like to take the risk of dealing with this,” said Bambang, who was dean of the economics faculty at 
the University of Indonesia, the nation’s most prestigious college, before joining the Finance Ministry. “The political aspect 
hasn’t been solved since the 1970s.” That’s partly because fuel scams, and the profits they provide, are ingrained into the 
economy, the government and even the military. In September, a raid by armed police in Batam in the Riau Islands on a 
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warehouse suspected of housing subsidised fuel, led to a fight between the police and the army, after soldiers were 
discovered at the building, Brigadier general Bujang Zuhirman said in the Jakarta Post. Four soldiers were wounded and the 
army is investigating the incident, the paper said. “If you go to service stations in remote places, the vehicles that line up 
mostly are not private cars but large trucks or modified vans to transport loads of subsidised fuel,” said Sukarsono at the 
Habibie Center. “In some regions that I’ve visited, people have to buy smuggled fuel because nothing legal is available.” And 
it’s not only in distant provinces. On the congested road to Jakarta from Pertamina’s giant Plumpang fuel depot in the north of 
the capital, gangs wait for the state oil company’s tankers to get stuck in traffic before they hop on and open the taps to steal 
the supply, a practice known as “peeing” fuel. “There is a long list of vested interests who stand to lose out if subsidies are 
scrapped,” said Keith Loveard, head of risk analysis at Jakarta-based security company Concord Consulting. “While rising 
prices would reduce the motivation for smuggling, it would not stop fuel tapping.” In Bangka and Belitung, the sale of 
contraband fuel affects almost everyone, said Purnama, the East Belitung regent. “I met this fisherman who said he earns 
700,000 rupiah a month,” said Purnama. “So I asked him, does he smoke? He said yes, he smokes three packs a day — 
that’s 27,000 rupiah. That means his income is only for smoking. So how do his wives and kids eat?” Fishermen buy diesel 
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Coastal Energy don’t reach a resolution within 60 days, then the agency could refer the issue to the U.S. Department of 
Justice or file a formal complaint, the letter states. “EPA and the state of Missouri believe that significant facility and 
operational improvements are needed to correct the noncompliance observed at the facility,” the letter   states, “and significant 
penalties are warranted given the seriousness of the violations.” Dave Bryan, a spokesman for EPA Region 7, said that 
Coastal Energy has agreed to enter negotiations. Bosserman could not be reached on Friday. In a statement Friday, Coastal 
said it has been cooperating with the EPA and DNR, “and will continue to cooperate with the agencies to make sure that all 
Coastal’s plans and procedures are state-of-the art. Under that spirit of continued cooperation, we expect to resolve any 
issues soon.” Action by the EPA came after outcry from local environmentalists who said they started to worry about the facility 
after a January chemical spill in Charleston, W.Va., which poisoned drinking water for 300,000 people. The terrain where the 
tanks are located is considered karst, which is characterized by springs, caves and sinkholes. Tom Aley, a hydrogeologist who 
owns Ozark Underground, a consulting firm based in Protem, Mo., told the Post-Dispatch in May that major leakage at the 
facility could trickle down and contaminate underground water supplies across the region. Tom Kruzen, a Mountain View, Mo., 
environmentalist, has organized people against the facility’s location, and said he was pleased with the moves by the EPA. He 
hopes any fines or directives to clean up the facility will result in the facility closing or moving. “I think it’s a great f irst step,” 
Kruzen said. “I’m cautiously optimistic, but it won’t be over until the facility is moved. It’s too close to the river. Anything less 
than removal of the tanks is not success.” Kruzen and Don Horton spent the summer taking displays with aerial shots of the 
facility to popular swimming holes and events, trying to get the word out about the Coastal Energy’s potential hazards. 

Document EPA Letter to Coastal Energy Attorney 

http://www.stltoday.com/business/local/coastal-energy-faces-penalties-for-tank-farm-near-eleven-point/article_698f545c-665e-
5f05-b7c0-9a48d339df4a.html 
 
INDIA, KERALA, KOCHI, OCTOBER 25 2014  EXPERTS MOOT SAFETY MEASURES TO BRING DOWN TANKER 
ACCIDENTS 

Anti-lock Breaking System to be be made mandatory for gas tankers. The proposal was mooted in 2006. Bad roads and 
stressed drivers are playing villain in tanker lorry accidents in Kerala, according to safety experts.There have been 16 
accidents involving tanker lorries in the State this year and luckily none of them proved fatal. No lives were lost due to fire or 
explosion from the petroleum products that were transported in these vehicles, said Sekhar L. Kuriakose, Head, Hazard 
Vulnerability Risk Assessment Cell of the Institute of Land and Disaster Management. 
Risky Curvature 

Many petroleum companies have complained of the risky curvature of the roads in some parts of the State. Risky riding by 
stressed drivers of tanker lorries and other vehicles too are adding to the accidents, he said. 
The public sector companies have agreed to put two drivers in every tanker lorry operated by them, which is expected to 
reduce the pressure on drivers and the number of accidents. The new system was expected to come into effect from 
November 1, he said. 
GPS Project 

GPS tracking of the vehicles have also been suggested. The Motor Vehicle Department was allotted Rs.24 lakh for the GPS 
tracking project. The tanker lorries owned and operated by the private sector will also be brought under the scheme to reduce 
the accidents. Regulating the speed of these heavy vehicles was one suggestion that had been forwarded for consideration, 
he said. 
Emergency Response Vehicle 

The public sector petroleum companies have also agreed to procure three more Emergency Response Vehicles. The one that 
has been procured by them is stationed at Kochi. The drivers had been trained in emergency response measures, he said. 
ABS 

The Indian Oil Corporation authorities said they were contemplating to introduce more safety mechanism in vehicles, including 
Anti-lock Breaking System (ABS), in tanker lorries in view of the recurring accidents involving gas tankers. 
The ABS will be made mandatory for gas tankers in a couple of months though the proposal was mooted way back in 2006. 
This was significant given the condition of roads across the State, which at several points were too narrow to transport 
hazardous products, including LPG, said a top IOC official. The proposal would be finalised in two months and incorporated in 
the tenders to be called thereafter, he said. 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/experts-moot-safety-measures-to-bring-down-tanker-accidents-in-
kerala/article6530188.ece 
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LEBANON, BATROUN, MAR SEMAAN, OCTOBER 25 2014.  FUEL STATION FIRE GUTS PART OF BUILDING, 
SEVERAL VEHICLES  

Key Points: Fire broke out while a fuel tanker was pumping fuel into the storage of the station 

A huge fire erupted Friday at Tabet fuel station in the Mar Semaan 
neighborhood in the northern coastal town of Byblos, causing major damage 
and gutting four floors of an adjacent building. The fire broke out while a fuel 
tanker was pumping fuel into the storage of the station, which is located near 
Saint George church, creating bumper-to-bumper traffic in the area. Civil 
Defense firefighters managed to douse the blaze after hours of strenuous 
efforts, the National News Agency reported later on Friday. The fire “burned 
four floors of an adjacent building owned by Ghassan al-Aqouri in addition to 
the fuel tanker which sparked the blaze and a Grand Cherokee SUV that was 
parked on the side of the road,” NNA said. It also damaged a red Mercedes as 
security forces, rescue crews and local authorities arrived on the scene and 
inspected the devastation, the agency added. 

http://www.naharnet.com/stories/en/152552-fuel-station-fire-guts-part-of-building-several-vehicles 
 
ENGLAND, WORCESTERSHIRE, OCTOBER 25 2014.  DRIVER CRITICALLY ILL AFTER CRASH WITH PETROL 
TANKER 

A driver has been left critically ill after a crash involving his car and an empty 
petrol tanker. 
It happened on the northbound A449 Worcester to Kidderminster road near to 
the Ombersley junction at around 7.50pm yesterday. West Midlands Ambulance 
Service said the driver, in his 30s, had a serious head injury and was taken to 
Birmingham's Queen Elizabeth Hospital. The lorry driver, in his 50s, was not 
injured. West Midlands Ambulance Service spokesman Murray MacGregor said: 
“On arrival, crews found the car on the central reservation. “Ambulance staff 
worked with firefighters to rapidly extricate the man from the wreckage. He was 
anaesthetised at the scene before being taken on blue lights to the Major 
Trauma Centre at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. “The lorry driver, a man 
estimated to be in his 50s was uninjured and was discharged at scene.” 

http://www.expressandstar.com/news/emergency-services/2014/10/24/driver-critically-ill-after-crash-with-petrol-tanker/ 
 
USA, MA, WINTHROP, OCTOBER 25 2014.  GAS STATION DOUSED BY FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEM 
mike pescaro 

 
 
 
Police say a new gas station attendant overreacted when less than a gallon of 
gas overflowed in Winthrop, Massachusetts. Police responded after a gas 
station was doused with chemicals from a fire suppression system in Winthrop, 
Massachusetts, Friday afternoon. According to police, a new gas station 
attendant at the Cumberland Farms on Revere Street overreacted after less 
than a gallon of gas overflowed onto the ground. Parts of Revere Street were 
briefly closed. 
 
 
 

http://www.necn.com/news/new-england/Gas-Station-Doused-by-Fire-Suppression-System-280355232.html 
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USA, N.Y,  SELKIRK, OCTOBER 25 2014.  MCCOY RENEWS CALL FOR TRAIN DERAILMENT NOTIFICATION 
LEGISLATION AFTER SELKIRK CRASH 

 Watch the Video: McCoy Renews Call for Train Derailment Notification Legislation 

maria valvanis 
The cleanup continues in Selkirk after that major CSX train derailment 
Wednesday night. Albany County Sheriff Craig Apple said because the train 
contains hazardous materials, it's not just a 'mild situation.'  
Concerns and criticism continue to grow after as many as 25 train cars derailed 
Wednesday night at the Selkirk rail yard. CSX officials said they followed the 
proper protocols while County officials say that's not enough. The derailment 
happened about a mile down the rail yard, but media hasn't been able to get close 
to the scene to see exactly what's going on. And CSX officials and local leaders 
are painting two very different pictures. Despite the crash, there were no injuries 
or leaks of any hazardous materials. CSX officials said some non-hazardous 

material carrying cars were leaning, or not completely upright, and one car that was carrying propane was involved in the 
derailment. Albany County Executive Dan McCoy said the cars were piled up on top of each other, some badly twisted, and 
others leaning up against the propane tank, which he said posed a very serious threat to the public. McCoy said CSX 
neglected to inform his office of the derailment, something he says is unacceptable. "This is the problem. It's about notification 
process and being a partner, because every time they do this, it's like secrecy. Of course it makes us stand back and say what 
else are you trying to hide from us?" McCoy said. McCoy has been pushing for new legislation that would make it a crime for 
train companies not to report an incident to the county within 30 minutes. He said proper communication gets emergency 
crews to the scene faster. In response, CSX spokesperson Rob Doolittle released a statement saying the company did nothing 
wrong. "CSX reported the incident within the time frames required by applicable state and federal regulations. Safety is CSX's 
highest priority and protecting our workers and the communities in which we operate is our first concern," the statement read. 
DOT officials confirmed that CSX did report the incident within one hour of it happening -- as required by current state law. 
There is no current law requiring train companies to report incidents to the county at all. CSX crews and contractors were on 
site working to remove the derailed cars. The incident hasn't impacted train operations outside of the rail yard. 

Related Stories Train Derails in Selkirk, 18 Cars Off Track 

http://albany.twcnews.com/content/news/779496/mccoy-renews-call-for-train-derailment-notification-legislation-after-selkirk-
crash/ 
 
USA, AKA, PRUDHOE BAY, OCTOBER 25 2014.  DIESEL-LOADED BARGE ADRIFT IN BEAUFORD SEA 

This photo of an unmanned NTCL barge adrift in the Beaufort Sea off the coast 
of Alaska was taken on Wednesday by a Transport Canada aerial surveillance 
plane. 
A 134-foot barge loaded with diesel is adrift in the Beaufort Sea and drifting 
towards U.S. waters. The unmanned barge carrying 3,600 litres of fuel broke 
free from its towing vessel Tuesday. Both the U.S. and Canadian Coast Guards 
say they are working with the barge's owner, Northern Transportation 
Corporation Limited, to develop a plan. Canadian and U.S. aircrafts are tacking 

the barge as it drifts west in the Arctic waters. "We have a long history of working with our Canadian partners to accomplish 
these joint environmental protection missions," Cmdr. Shawn Decker, chief of response for the U.S. coast guard in Anchorage, 
Alaska, said. "As the barge's owner and Canadian coast guard forces continue to respond, we will stand by to assist in 
mitigating any possible environmental impact." 

Related Stories  

 NTCL barge loaded with diesel adrift in Beaufort Sea 

 Coast Guard searches for unmanned barge drifting in Beaufott Sea 

 Barge Adrift in Beaufort Sea 

 US, Canadian Agencies Monitoring Diesel-Carrying Barge Adrift in Arctic 
http://www.torontosun.com/2014/10/24/diesel-loaded-barge-adrift-in-beauford-sea 
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